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number of private sector players, in-
cluding commercial banks and val-
ue chain players, have committed

more than N$12 million to the Foot and
Mouth Disease (FMD) Support Fund.

The pledge was made in Windhoek this
week given the increased risks posed by
regional FMD outbreaks to protect and
maintain Namibia’s livestock industry.
The industry is valued at N$15 billion, a
cornerstone of the national economy sup-
porting the livelihoods of 70% of the pop-
ulation.

The significance of the livestock sector
extends beyond beef or meat products.
By-products such as hides and animal
skins are exported to a number of coun-
tries in Africa and overseas.

However, the threat of FMD has escalat-
ed in Namibia, primarily due to outbreaks
in neighboring countries such as South
Africa and Botswana.

The Ministry of Agriculture, Fisheries, Wa-
ter, and Land Reform launched the FMD
National Task Force and FMD Support
Fund in efforts to prepare and combat the
disease if it spread over to the Namibian
side.

During the launch, businesses, insti-
tutions and individual entrepreneurs
pledged more than N$12 million towards
the FMD fund.

Contributions included Agrimark with
N$200,000, Bank Windhoek and FNB Na-
mibia both contributed N$2 million, Reho
Group with N$1 million, and FeedMaster
contributed N$1,5 million.

Additionally, Namib Mills pledged N$1,5
million, while the Namibia Agricultural
Union (NAU) committed N$3,000,000 an-
nually.

Among the individual contributions, a local
farmer pledged N$5,000, and Dr. Natan-
gwe Amuthenu pledged N$5,000. During
the launch, Minister of Agriculture Inge
Zaamwani emphasised the importance of
these two initiatives, stating that they aim
to enhance collective efforts to protect the
livestock sector, safeguard farmers' live-
lihoods, and maintain the nation's animal
health status.

She said the actions are crucial for secur-
ing income and sustaining Namibia's ac-
cess to high-value international markets.

Minister Zaamwani acknowledged that
the FMD Task Force and the FMD Support
Fund are essential in light of the increas-
ing risks posed by regional outbreaks and
the evolving landscape of livestock pro-
duction and movement.

“This demonstrates our resilience and
ability to respond in a unified manner to
defend Namibia's livestock sector and
retain our leadership position in animal
health,” she stated.

Mining Claims No. 76555 -76559.

CALL FOR PUBLIC PARTICIPATION/COMMENTS FOR THE ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT
FOR THE PROPOSED SMALL-SCALE MINING ACTIVITIES ON MINING CLAIM NO.76555 -
76559 LOCATED SOUTHEAST OF KARIBIB, ERONGO REGION

The public is hereby notified that an application for an Environmental Clearance Certificate
(ECC) will be submitted to the Environmental Commissioner as required under the
Environmental Management Act No. 7 of 2007 and its 2012 EIA Regulations. The proposed
project is a listed activity in the EIA Regulations that cannot be undertaken without an ECC,
which is issued upon approval of an EIA Study.

Name of proponent: Helena Ndemuwana Heita
Name of the Environmental consultant: Savannah Environmental Consultants Services CC

Project location and description: The mining claims are located southeast of Karibib in farm
Ombujomenge , farm No. 39. The environmental Assessment will identify the project impacts,
that are likely to occur during the small-scale mining activities of dimension stones within the

All interested and affected parties are hereby invited to register in terms of the assessment
process to give input, comments, and invited for the public consultation meeting at a later
stage. Registration requests and comments should be forwarded to Savannah Environmental
Consultants Services CC on or before the 13 March 2026; Email: info@savannah.com.na
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“The significance of the livestock sector ex-
tends beyond commerce and trade; it forms
the foundation of food security, rural develop-
ment, and social well-being,” Zaamwani re-
marked.

Minister Zaamwani outlined strategies for pre-
venting the entry of FMD into Namibia, high-
lighting that their first line of defense will be
surveillance and early detection.

“Our veterinary teams must therefore conduct
intensified patrols and farm inspections, par-
ticularly in high-risk areas along our southern
and eastern borders. This approach will en-
hance our capacity for early detection, com-
pliance monitoring, and rapid response,” she
noted.

Additionally, she mentioned that enhanced
border patrols along the Orange River must
be specifically designed to deter and detect
ilegal animal movements and reduce the risk
of FMD incursions.

The support fund will focus on several ini-
tiatives, including targeted vaccination cam-
paigns in high-risk zones, upgrading and
maintaining veterinary cordon fences, and
enhancing border biosecurity through surveil-
lance technology and logistical support.

The fund will also be tasked with developing
and distributing educational materials to raise
farmer and community awareness, as well as
reinforcing infrastructure for quarantine and
disease containment.

“The establishment of the National FMD Task
Force will serve as Namibia’s central coordi-
nating body in the fight against FMD. Com-
posed of scientific, technical, and operational
experts, the Task Force will provide compre-
hensive guidance for prevention, early detec-
tion, rapid response, containment, control,
and recovery,” she added.

Meanwhile, Dr. Natangwe Amuthenu, a veter-
inarian at the Directorate of Veterinary Ser-
vices, informed Eagle Media House that pre-
venting FMD requires the intervention of every
individual, as everyone will be affected should
FMD break out in the country.

“FMD spreads rapidly and necessitates im-
mediate prevention efforts before it enters the
country, as it could halt all beef exports, sig-
nificantly impacting the national economy,” he
stated.

When asked about how they plan to raise
awareness among farmers, Amuthenu re-
vealed that they have already begun engaging
with farmers about FMD, and this awareness
campaign will continue.
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Windhoek Council urged to set aside land for youth facilities

ALLEXER NAMUNDJEMBO
Staff Writer

indhoek municipal
councillor Austin
Kwenani has submitted

a motion asking the City of
Windhoek to identify land in all
constituencies and set it aside

for the Ministry of Education,
Innovation, Youth, Sport, Arts and
Culture.

He wants the land to be used to
speed up the development of sports
facilities and youth infrastructure
across the city.

Kwenani, who chairs the
Management Committee, introduced
the motion in terms of the Standing
Rules and Orders of the Municipal
Council. He said the proposal

aims to ensure coordinated land
allocation to support structured
sports development in the capital.
In motivating the motion, Kwenani
said sport has become a national
priority under President Netumbo
Nandi-Ndaitwah.

“Sport is no longer just recreation;
it is a strategic driver for socio-
economic development, youth
empowerment and national
cohesion,” Kwenani told the council.
“By allocating land for sport

and youth infrastructure, we are
investing directly in the future of
Windhoek.”

He said while the ministry

remains a key stakeholder in

youth empowerment and sports
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Sport is no longer just recreation; it is a strategic driver
for socio-economic development, youth empowerment
and national cohesion. -Austin Kwenani

development, the municipality faces
financial constraints in upgrading
and building modern facilities.

The motion directs relevant
municipal departments to engage
the ministry, the private sector

and other stakeholders to develop
implementation frameworks and
partnership models. It also calls for
coordinated planning to align with
national sport strategies and urban
development plans.

Kwenani pointed to ongoing national
projects such as the construction
and upgrading of CAF-standard and
category 3 stadiums in Eenhana,
Nkurenkuru and Mariental, and the
rollout of sports centres of excellence
across the country’s 14 regions.
Namibia is set to co-host the

2027 ICC Cricket World Cup with
neighbouring countries. Kwenani
said this presents “a historic
opportunity” to showcase the
country’s ability to host major
international tournaments.
Windhoek hosted the 2025 Region 5
Youth Games, which drew more than
2 000 athletes from across Southern

Africa.

“Our communities are deprived

of the opportunity to rally behind

the Brave Warriors at home, and

our local businesses lose out on

the economic activity that comes
with international fixtures,” he

said. “Sports tourism benefits taxi
operators, vendors, accommodation
establishments and small
enterprises,” he added.

Kwenani said the Namibia Football
Association (NFA) has approached
the council to request land for world-
class football infrastructure, which
he said strengthens the need for
structured land allocation.

“Sport builds nations, fosters unity
and ignites economic opportunities.
This motion is not merely about land;
it is about positioning Windhoek as a
city that embraces national priorities
and leverages sport as a catalyst for
inclusive growth.”

Councillor Demetreo Beukes
seconded the motion. The council
will deliberate further on how to
implement the proposal.
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FOR THE PROPOSED SMALL-SCALE MINING ACTIVITIES ON MINING CLAIM NO.76555 -
76559 LOCATED SOUTHEAST OF KARIBIB, ERONGO REGION

The public is hereby notified that an application for an Environmental Clearance Certificate
(ECC) will be submitted to the Environmental Commissioner as required under the
Environmental Management Act No. 7 of 2007 and its 2012 EIA Regulations. The proposed
project is a listed activity in the EIA Regulations that cannot be undertaken without an ECC,
which is issued upon approval of an EIA Study.

Name of proponent: Helena Ndemuwana Heita
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Project location and description: The mining claims are located southeast of Karibib in farm
Ombujomenge , farm No. 39. The environmental Assessment will identify the project impacts,
that are likely to occur during the small-scale mining activities of dimension stones within the
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number of private sector players, in-
cluding commercial banks and val-
ue chain players, have committed

more than N$12 million to the Foot and
Mouth Disease (FMD) Support Fund.

The pledge was made in Windhoek this
week given the increased risks posed by
regional FMD outbreaks to protect and
maintain Namibia’s livestock industry.
The industry is valued at N$15 billion, a
cornerstone of the national economy sup-
porting the livelihoods of 70% of the pop-
ulation.

The significance of the livestock sector
extends beyond beef or meat products.
By-products such as hides and animal
skins are exported to a number of coun-
tries in Africa and overseas.

However, the threat of FMD has escalat-
ed in Namibia, primarily due to outbreaks
in neighboring countries such as South
Africa and Botswana.

The Ministry of Agriculture, Fisheries, Wa-
ter, and Land Reform launched the FMD
National Task Force and FMD Support
Fund in efforts to prepare and combat the
disease if it spread over to the Namibian
side.

During the launch, businesses, insti-
tutions and individual entrepreneurs
pledged more than N$12 million towards
the FMD fund.

Contributions included Agrimark with
N$200,000, Bank Windhoek and FNB Na-
mibia both contributed N$2 million, Reho
Group with N$1 million, and FeedMaster
contributed N$1,5 million.

Additionally, Namib Mills pledged N$1,5
million, while the Namibia Agricultural
Union (NAU) committed N$3,000,000 an-
nually.

Among the individual contributions, a local
farmer pledged N$5,000, and Dr. Natan-
gwe Amuthenu pledged N$5,000. During
the launch, Minister of Agriculture Inge
Zaamwani emphasised the importance of
these two initiatives, stating that they aim
to enhance collective efforts to protect the
livestock sector, safeguard farmers' live-
lihoods, and maintain the nation's animal
health status.

She said the actions are crucial for secur-
ing income and sustaining Namibia's ac-
cess to high-value international markets.

Minister Zaamwani acknowledged that
the FMD Task Force and the FMD Support
Fund are essential in light of the increas-
ing risks posed by regional outbreaks and
the evolving landscape of livestock pro-
duction and movement.

“This demonstrates our resilience and
ability to respond in a unified manner to
defend Namibia's livestock sector and
retain our leadership position in animal
health,” she stated.
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“The significance of the livestock sector ex-
tends beyond commerce and trade; it forms
the foundation of food security, rural develop-
ment, and social well-being,” Zaamwani re-
marked.

Minister Zaamwani outlined strategies for pre-
venting the entry of FMD into Namibia, high-
lighting that their first line of defense will be
surveillance and early detection.

“Our veterinary teams must therefore conduct
intensified patrols and farm inspections, par-
ticularly in high-risk areas along our southern
and eastern borders. This approach will en-
hance our capacity for early detection, com-
pliance monitoring, and rapid response,” she
noted.

Additionally, she mentioned that enhanced
border patrols along the Orange River must
be specifically designed to deter and detect
ilegal animal movements and reduce the risk
of FMD incursions.

The support fund will focus on several ini-
tiatives, including targeted vaccination cam-
paigns in high-risk zones, upgrading and
maintaining veterinary cordon fences, and
enhancing border biosecurity through surveil-
lance technology and logistical support.

The fund will also be tasked with developing
and distributing educational materials to raise
farmer and community awareness, as well as
reinforcing infrastructure for quarantine and
disease containment.

“The establishment of the National FMD Task
Force will serve as Namibia’s central coordi-
nating body in the fight against FMD. Com-
posed of scientific, technical, and operational
experts, the Task Force will provide compre-
hensive guidance for prevention, early detec-
tion, rapid response, containment, control,
and recovery,” she added.

Meanwhile, Dr. Natangwe Amuthenu, a veter-
inarian at the Directorate of Veterinary Ser-
vices, informed Eagle Media House that pre-
venting FMD requires the intervention of every
individual, as everyone will be affected should
FMD break out in the country.

“FMD spreads rapidly and necessitates im-
mediate prevention efforts before it enters the
country, as it could halt all beef exports, sig-
nificantly impacting the national economy,” he
stated.

When asked about how they plan to raise
awareness among farmers, Amuthenu re-
vealed that they have already begun engaging
with farmers about FMD, and this awareness
campaign will continue.
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number of private sector players, in-
cluding commercial banks and val-
ue chain players, have committed

more than N$12 million to the Foot and
Mouth Disease (FMD) Support Fund.

The pledge was made in Windhoek this
week given the increased risks posed by
regional FMD outbreaks to protect and
maintain Namibia’s livestock industry.
The industry is valued at N$15 billion, a
cornerstone of the national economy sup-
porting the livelihoods of 70% of the pop-
ulation.

The significance of the livestock sector
extends beyond beef or meat products.
By-products such as hides and animal
skins are exported to a number of coun-
tries in Africa and overseas.

However, the threat of FMD has escalat-
ed in Namibia, primarily due to outbreaks
in neighboring countries such as South
Africa and Botswana.

The Ministry of Agriculture, Fisheries, Wa-
ter, and Land Reform launched the FMD
National Task Force and FMD Support
Fund in efforts to prepare and combat the
disease if it spread over to the Namibian
side.

During the launch, businesses, insti-
tutions and individual entrepreneurs
pledged more than N$12 million towards
the FMD fund.

Contributions included Agrimark with
N$200,000, Bank Windhoek and FNB Na-
mibia both contributed N$2 million, Reho
Group with N$1 million, and FeedMaster
contributed N$1,5 million.

Additionally, Namib Mills pledged N$1,5
million, while the Namibia Agricultural
Union (NAU) committed N$3,000,000 an-
nually.

Among the individual contributions, a local
farmer pledged N$5,000, and Dr. Natan-
gwe Amuthenu pledged N$5,000. During
the launch, Minister of Agriculture Inge
Zaamwani emphasised the importance of
these two initiatives, stating that they aim
to enhance collective efforts to protect the
livestock sector, safeguard farmers' live-
lihoods, and maintain the nation's animal
health status.

She said the actions are crucial for secur-
ing income and sustaining Namibia's ac-
cess to high-value international markets.

Minister Zaamwani acknowledged that
the FMD Task Force and the FMD Support
Fund are essential in light of the increas-
ing risks posed by regional outbreaks and
the evolving landscape of livestock pro-
duction and movement.

“This demonstrates our resilience and
ability to respond in a unified manner to
defend Namibia's livestock sector and
retain our leadership position in animal
health,” she stated.
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“The significance of the livestock sector ex-
tends beyond commerce and trade; it forms
the foundation of food security, rural develop-
ment, and social well-being,” Zaamwani re-
marked.

Minister Zaamwani outlined strategies for pre-
venting the entry of FMD into Namibia, high-
lighting that their first line of defense will be
surveillance and early detection.

“Our veterinary teams must therefore conduct
intensified patrols and farm inspections, par-
ticularly in high-risk areas along our southern
and eastern borders. This approach will en-
hance our capacity for early detection, com-
pliance monitoring, and rapid response,” she
noted.

Additionally, she mentioned that enhanced
border patrols along the Orange River must
be specifically designed to deter and detect
ilegal animal movements and reduce the risk
of FMD incursions.

The support fund will focus on several ini-
tiatives, including targeted vaccination cam-
paigns in high-risk zones, upgrading and
maintaining veterinary cordon fences, and
enhancing border biosecurity through surveil-
lance technology and logistical support.

The fund will also be tasked with developing
and distributing educational materials to raise
farmer and community awareness, as well as
reinforcing infrastructure for quarantine and
disease containment.

“The establishment of the National FMD Task
Force will serve as Namibia’s central coordi-
nating body in the fight against FMD. Com-
posed of scientific, technical, and operational
experts, the Task Force will provide compre-
hensive guidance for prevention, early detec-
tion, rapid response, containment, control,
and recovery,” she added.

Meanwhile, Dr. Natangwe Amuthenu, a veter-
inarian at the Directorate of Veterinary Ser-
vices, informed Eagle Media House that pre-
venting FMD requires the intervention of every
individual, as everyone will be affected should
FMD break out in the country.

“FMD spreads rapidly and necessitates im-
mediate prevention efforts before it enters the
country, as it could halt all beef exports, sig-
nificantly impacting the national economy,” he
stated.

When asked about how they plan to raise
awareness among farmers, Amuthenu re-
vealed that they have already begun engaging
with farmers about FMD, and this awareness
campaign will continue.
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