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GIPF's pension-
backed home
loan scheme
kicks off

The Government Institutions
Pension Fund (GIPF)-backed
Home Loan Scheme (PBHLS)
will become effective today.
According to GIPF spokes-
person Edwin Tjiramba, the
scheme will allow active mem-
bers to use a portion of their
pension savings as collateral to
purchase erven, buy or improve
existing homes, purchase new
houses, or consiruct homes in
both urban and rural areas.
Tjiramba stressed that the facil-
ity will not be granted for the
purpose of consolidating non-
home loan debt. However, the
scheme will allow members to
transfer existing home loans
financed by other financial in-
stitutions.

The PBHLS is currently avail-
able only to active members
and members on disability. Ae-
tive members may access up to
33.33% of their GIPF pension
savings as pension credit, at in-
terest rates set at the prevailing
repo rate plus 2.5%. With the
current repo rate at 6.5%, this
brings the interest rate on the
loans to 9%.

The scheme will be adminis-
tered by First Capital Treasury
Solutions (FCTS) and Kuleni
Financial Services (Pty) Lid.
Tjiramba urged members not
to visit GIPF offices to apply for
the loans. - AUGETTO GRAIG

GIPF spokesperson Edwin
Tiiramba. PHOTO: GIPF

o NAMIBIA URGED TO TAKE SITUATION SERIOUSLY

Germany warns tourists
of rising crime in Namibia

German travellers are
advised to avoid walk-
ing in remote areas.

FRANCOISE STEYNBERG
WINDHOEK

ermany has issued an ur-
ent travel warning against
Namibia and several other

countries, cautioning German tour-
ists to be vigilant due to safety con-
cerns and rising crime. Germany,
Namibia's largest tourism source
market, in 2026 follows closely in
the footsteps of Canada, the Unit-
ed States of America (USA) and the
United Kingdom (UK), which is-
sued similar warnings towards the
end of last year.

The Namibian tourism sector has
expressed concern about mounting
challenges facing an industry that
has only recently regained its foot-
ing following the Covid-19 pandem-
ic, according to the chief executive
officer of the Hospitality Association
of Namibia (HAN), Gitta Paetzold.

“It appears that numerous chal-
lenges lie ahead for Namibia'’s tour-
ismindustry: expensive airfares, ris-
ing prices, complaints about service
delivery and infrastructure in na-
tional parks, and now the revision
of travel warnings - the last routine
step countries take once incidents
involving tourists occur,” Paetzold
said last week Thursday. “But this
affects the perception of a travel des-
tination,” she added.

These warnings have become zn
important consideration for trav-
ellers, particularly as security risks

WARNED: Germany's warning follows concerns over Namlbla 's security risks

and rising crime. PHOTO: FILE

continue to rise in various countries.
The situation is fluid, and travellers
are encouraged to stay informed and
take the necessary precautions while
in the affected destinations.

According to the Ministry of En-
vironment, Forestry and Tourism’s
(MEFT) 2024 tourism statistics re-
port, 111164 German tourists visited
Namibia, making Germanythe larg-
est overseas source market, spokes-
person Vilho Hangula confirmed.
Paetzold said HAN statistics show
that the German-speaking market
(Germany, Austria and Switzerland)
accounts for between 36% and 40%
of bed occupancy.

windhoek a hotspot

Germany’s warning follows con-
cerns over Namibia's security risks
and rising crime. German authori-
ties believe Namibia's political situ-
ation is currently stable, but note an

increase in erimes targeting tour-
ists’ belongings, particularly in the
capital.

“In recent months there has been
an increase in robberies, including
viclent attacks on travellers, often
targeting tourists staying in remote
areas and campsites. Windhoek has
become a crime hotspot, with inci-
dents peaking on Sundays and pub-
lic holidays when fewer people are
outside and moving around,” Ger-
man authorities warn.

Travellers have reported being
fellowed from airports te accom-
medation establishments, where
they are distracted and robbed.

“In addition, Namibia's more
remote regiens, such as isolated
northern areas and rural tourist
attractions, have seen an increase
in violent crime and theft. There
are also reports of frand, with
scammers targeting unsuspect-

ing visitors through fraudulent
schemes, particularly at popular
tourist destinations.”

Security measures

German travellers are advised td
avoid walking in remote areas and|
leaving valuables unattended. Se-|
curity measures should be a top pri-
ority, especially when travelling in|
isolated regions.

Canada has likewise warned|
against robberies, burglaries and|
carjackings, with most incidents]
invelving visitors reported in and)
around Windhoek. The warning]
also points to an increase in finan-|
cial fraud targeting tourists, includ|
ing credit card cloning at some ho-|
tels and lodges, as well as theft and
distraction tacties at ATMs.

Paetzold cautioned that the trave]]
warnings should be taken serious];
by Namibia.

“Ideally, institutions such ag|
the autherities - MEFT and thel
Namibia Tourism Board (NTB)
- should take a stance, because]
combating crime is a national re]
sponsibility, as are visa regulations|
and bilateral relatiens with other
countries”

She said the private sector i
working hard to market Namib-
ia as a unique, safe and attractivel
destination.

“Hopefully MEFT will soon step|
in through the planned national
spatial tourism development mas-|
ter plan to emphasise the need for
an ‘all-of-government’ approach tol
create the right conditions and al
low tourism potential to flourish,’
she said.

francoise@nmh.com.ny

Dausab returns to Unam
as executive dean

STAFF REPORTER
WINDHOEK

Former justice minis-
ter Yvenne Dausab has
returned to the Univer-
sity of Namibia (Unam)
as executive dean for the

faculiy of law and eco-
nomics, and management
sciences.

Dausab previously served
as deputy dean of the uni-
versity’s law faculty before
leaving in 2015 to become
chairperson of the Law

Reform and Development
Commission (LRDC).

In March 2020, she was
appointed minister of jus-
tice, replacing the incarcer-
ated Sacky Shanghala.

A trained lawyer, Dausab
exited cabinet in March
2025 after not making the
Swapo list of parliamentar-
ians the previous year.

BACK: Yvonne Dausah. PHOTO: FILE

ELIZABETH KHEIBES
[WINDHOEK

|A stand-off has emerged over the swear-
ling-in of councillors from the A Right to
[Shelter Foundation of Namibia (A-RTS-
IN) in Gobabis, with the association aceus-
ling the Ministry of Urban and Regional
[Development and the local authority of
deliberately delaying the process and de-
nyingit representation on the town coun-
cil.

A-RTS-N secretary Wynand Lukas said
the association complied with all legal and
pdministrative requirements following the
26 November 2025 local authority elec-
tions, in which it secured three seats. To
date, only one councillor has been sworn
in, while two remain excluded as the coun-
cil prepares to commence induction on 18
Panuary 2026.

Lukas said the association initially re-
quested a postponement of the swearing-
in in December to resolve internal organisa-
[tional matters, but stressed that this did not

aive its constimtional or statutory rights.

“Despite all issues being resolved and our
councillors ready to assume office, there ap-

ears to be a coordinated effort to prevent
[the swearing-in,” he said, deseribing the sit-
Juation as “bullying” against the association.

LOGGERHEADS: A-RTS-N secretary Wynand
Lukas. PHOTO: CONTRIBUTED

Minister's role disputed

The Gobabis Municipality, through chief
executive officer Sophia Eises, informed A-
RTS-N that the matter had been referred to
Minister James Sankwasa for “further review
and appropriate action,” citing ministerial
authority over councillor swearing-ins.

The association strongly rejected this. Ina
formal response copied to the ECN and Gob-
abis magistrate, A-RTS-N said the Local Au-
thorities Act, 23 of 1992, does not give the
minister discretion to delay the swearing-in
of duly elected councillors once results are
final.

NCILLORS

The association cites Section § of the Act,
which provides that couneillors hold office
from the date of election, subject to taking
the oath. It argues any delay infringes on
voters’ constitutional rights under Article
17, which guarantees participation in gov-
ernance.

“This denial prevents us from participat-
ing in council business and undermines the
democratic choices of residents.” Lukas said.

Withdrawal of sworn-in councillor

The sitnation is further complicated by
the suspension and withdrawal of couneil-
lor Dina Fillemon, already sworn in. A-RTS-
N suspended her from duty on 7 January
pending disciplinary proceedings and for-
mally withdrew her as its representative un-
der Section 13(1)(g), intending to nominate
another member.

The ECN has cauntioned that candidate
lists are final once polling oceurs. In a let-
ter dated 12 December 2025, Acting Chief
Electoral Officer Advocate Heidi Jacobs not-
ed amendments are only permitted before
election day, and the ECN's mandate ends
with result announcements.

Despite this, A-RTS-N maintains that
swearing-in falls under the municipality
and magistrate, not the minister. Lukas said
the councillors will present themselves when
council business resumes and await the oath.
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The envircnmentsl agsessment will be conducted according
to the Environmental it Act of 2007 and its
regulations as published in 2012.

Intereated and affocted partics ate invited to register with the
envirnmental consultant to be mprovided with the
issnes or concems related ta
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BINNELAND: Gedeeltelik bewolk en warm
tot baie warm, maar baie warm in die
Suide. Wydverspreide donderbuie en reén
is waarskynlik oor die binneland, behalwe
vir die verre Suidweste. Winderige weer
word oor die westelike en suidelike dele
verwag.

KUS: Gedeeltelik bewolk en matig tot
warm met ligte reén waarskynlik op plekke.
GETYE BY WALVISBAAL H: 10H:1 L: 17:01
H:23:35
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Hommeltuie wemel

VAN BL. 1

Cilliers het gesé sy is besig om ver-
[<larings voor te berei om dit vandees-

eek by die Namibiese polisie aan
te meld.

Stokkiesdraai was een van die plase
lin die Suide wat die ergste onder die
[droogte deurgeloop het en Cilliers
[kon ook nie haar perde in die bui-
teland verkooep toe entstowwe teen
[perdesiekte nie beskikbaar was nie.
[Boonop voer sy 'n verbete stryd teen
kanker.

In Julie en Augustus verlede jaar

as boere van Helmeringhausen ge-
teister deur hommeltuie wat snags
oor hul plase sonder hul toestem-
ming vlieg.

Elize Cilliers

PLAASEIENAAR

"My dogter Lindie wat
00k boer, moet nou
snags buite spandeer
om te waak oor ons
wild en perde, want jy
weet nie waarom hulle
daar vlieg en of hulle
wild wil stroop of perde
wil steel nie."

Republikein het destyds oor die
oorvalle berig en vir NCAA gevra of
[permitaansoeke vir die vlieg van hom-
meltuie oor die omgewing gedcen
is. Ashipala het toe gesé slegs as die
name van die aanscekers verskaf

ord, kan dit op die databasis gesoek

ord. Repubiikein het’n naam van’n

roulike Namibiese mynboukensul-
tant wat na bewering aansoek vir 'n
lhommeltuigpermit gedoen het, asook

Hommeltuie vlieg steeds volgens Suide-boere sonder hul toestemming oor hul plase.

‘n mynbou-eksplorasiemaatskappy,
aan die NCAA verskaf om indie data-
basis in te voer, maar het na herhaal-
de navrae geen terugvoer ontvang nie.

Ashipala het bevestig individue
of entiteite wat hemmeltuie binne
die Namibiese lugruim bedryf, moet
operasionele goedkeuring van NCAA
verkry in coreenstemming met na-
sionale lugvaartregulasies. Dit sluit
spesifieke gebruiksvoorwaardes,
goedgekeurde operasionele gebiede
en veiligheidsvereistes in. Daar is
verskeie maatskappye wat toestem-
ming by NCAA het om grootskaal-
se lug- en hommeltuigopnames in
Namibié te doen.

“Ongelukkigis daar tansgeen toege-
wyde stelsel in plek em engemagtig-
de hommeltuie wat in die Namibiese
lugruim bedryfword, op te spoor, na
te spoor en te identifiseer nie,” het
hy gesé.

Adelheid von Wielligh van die

FOTO TER ILLUSTRASIE FACEBDDK/DRONE NAMEBIA AERIAL & PHOTD

Elize Cilliers met haar geliefde perde. roro racesooK/eLIZE CILLERS

Gemeenskapspolisiéring Misdaad-
voorkomingsforum het bevestig dat
hemmeltuie weer erg bedrywigis by
die Swartrand. “Die hommeltuie hou
net nie op nie en daar is geen terug-
voer oor die inbreuk op privaatheid
oor ons plase nie.”

Die voorsitter van die Konkiep

Farmers Watch (KFW) en boer in
die Helmeringhausen-omgewing,
Malcolm Campbell, het Vrydag gesé
die hommeltuie vlieg nog steeds in
hul omgewing.

‘GEBIED VERGROOT DRASTIES’
“Dit het nou bietjie minder geraak

by ons, maar hulle kom nog voor|
Die area van voorkems het nou net|
drasties vergroot en word hulle mee
gereeld op die Swartrand na Gibec
se kant toe cpgemerk, scos byvoor-
beeld by Elize-hulle.

“Verder kom dit ook nou meer|
gereeld voor tot so ver as Rosh Pinah|
en Goageb, asook in die dieper Namib)
tot duskant die parkgrens.”

Campbell sé die voorkomsvan hom-|
meltuie bly snags van omstreeks|
21:30 tet 05:00.

“Dis groot hommeltuie met lang
battery-ure enword versekervan ve
af beheer, ver buite as die normale}
hommeltuie se 7 km-radius se reik
afstand”

Hy vermoed iemand groter as|
normaleindividuesit hieragter: “Dié
soort hommeltuie is nie wat elke Jan
Rap en sy maat kan bekostig en vlieg]
nie.

“Dit is moeilik om te glo dat die|
regering glad nie bewus is hiervan|
nie. Iemand wat al so lank onver-
stoord voortgaan met die hommel|
tuie se vlieg cor sc groot gebied e
nie deur wetstoepassers al vasgetrap|
is nie, laat mens wonder. Ons rege-|
ring weet al lankal van die hommel-
tuie viamediaberigte.”

Campbell voeg by “cnsprivaatheid)
is beslisnie meer ons privaatheid nie,|
lankal nie meer nie” en vra: “Is dit)
dalk die nuwe toekoms hoe landbeul
in Namibié deur wie en wat dopge-|
hou gaan word?”

MELD AAN BY NCAA
Om die NCAA te help om patrone tef
identifiseer en virdie nodige opvolg-|
aksie en ondersoeke te doen, word|
verscek dat enige verslae soveel ag
moontlikvan die velgende inligting]
insluit:
Datum en tyd van die voorval;
Presiese ligging;
Tipe of voorkoms vandie hommel
tuig(grootte, kleur, klank, hoogte);
Moontlike ligging van die ope]
rateur of enige individue wat die|
hommeltuig beheer.

- francoise@nmh.com.na
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ENVIRONMENTAL SCOPING ASSESSMENT
AND ENVIRONMENTAL MANAGEMENT
PLAN FOR THE DECOMMISSIONING OF A

BULK FUEL STORAGE FACILITY AND THE
CONSTRUCTION OF A BULK STORAGE
FACILITY FOR LIQUEFIED PETROLEUM
GAS, NORTHERN INDUSTRIAL AREA,

Geo Pollution Technologies (Pty) Ltd was appoimted by
Vlvo Energy Namibia (Pty) Ld to undertake an

for- isgioning of a balk
foel storage facility and the construction of & bulk storage
facility for liquefied petroloum gas (LPG), on erf 7997,
Northem

activities planned on the site in order to improve operational

and safety standards.

Additional and location information pertaining to the erven
and proposed operstions can be obtained at:

htipy 2 i jects btml

The envirommental assessment will be conducted according
to the Environmental Act of 2007 and its
regulations as published in 2012.

Intercsted and affocted patics are invited to register with the
environmental consultant to be provided with the
«opportunity to share comments, issues or concems related to
the project, for considerstion in the EA. Requests for
additional information & comments and concerns shoukd
be submitied to Geo Pollotion Tectmologics by

26 Jenuary 2026,
GEO
Ny A
retinsion

Aundré Faul

Geo Pollation T¢

Tel: +264-81-1452164

Fax: +264-88626368
E-Mail:vivo@thenamib.com

Bedrogsaak

VANBL.1

Die hofhet verder aangehoor
dat die polisie later vasge-
stelhet dat N$80 000 van die
beweerde bedrog in die bank-
rekening van Nakanduungi-

le se driejarige kind betaal is.
Gabrielhet gesé die kind se

ma het geweier om dit by die
polisie aan te meld omdie bron
vandie geld te verduidelik. Sy
het aangedui dat sy ditslegsin
die teenwoordigheid van haar
prokureur, Petrus Smart Elago,
wat ook vir Nakanduungile
verteenwoordig, sou doen.

SKAKEL TUSSEN BEWEERDE
BEDROG EN AANVAL

Volgens Gabriel het die be-
weerde bedrog ontstaan by
Claudia, wat na bewering
N$200 000 in Nakanduungi-
le se mediese praktyk belé het.
Sy het glohaar mediese doku-
mente aan Mateus voorgelé,
wat dit in 'n siekte-eis verander
het voordat sy dit by Sanlam
ingedienhet.

Dit wastydens
die verspreiding
van die geld, het
Gabriel getuig,
dat die polisie
vasgestel het dat
die geld watin .
Nakanduungile se |
rekeningbetaal |
is, afkomstig was
van die beweerde
bedrog.

Die ondersoek-
beampte het
verder getuig dat
Nakanduungile
noue kontak met
Mateus gehandhaafhet, met
die twee wat na bewering na
mekaar as’n “brigade” verwys
het.

Terwyl Gabriel 'n verklaring
van Nakanduungile geneem
het, het die dokter na bewe-
ring drie oproepe van Mateus
ontvang, wat daarvan beskul-
digword dat hy die aanval op
Shiweda vanuit polisie-aan-
houdingselle beplan het.
Mateushet Nakanduungile na
bewering gewaarsku om nie
inligting oor die voertuig wat
tydens die aanval gebruik is,

Dr. Fillemon (Fly)
Nakanduungile by die
Ondangwa-landdroshof.
FOTO TUYEMDHAIDULA

bekend te maak nie.
Gabriel het aan die
hof gesé die oproepe
isontvang terwyl
Nakand ile in

is terwyl hy na bewering onder
sy meisie se bed weggekruip
het. Toe die meisie se huis
daarna deursoek is, is n poli-
iedossier glo ontdek wat die

die teenwoordig-
heid vanpolisiebe-
amptes was.

PROKUREUR
WAARSKU GLO
S| Die hofhet ook
gehoordat kort nd
die oproepe van
Mateus, 'n proku-
reur gebaseerindie
Noorde na bewe-
ring vir Nakanduungile gekon-
tak heten hom aangeraai het
om nie met ondersoekbeamp-
tes saam te werk nie.

“Die prokureur het die aan-
soeker gebel en vir hom

gesé: ‘Moenie vir daardie

dom Gabriel enigiets vertel nie.
Asdaar enigiets is wat hulle
wil hé, laat hulle jou arresteer
sodat ons alles in die hofkan
bespreek’,” het Gabriel getuig.
Hy het getuig dat Johannes
Nghilifavali (37), die vierde
beskuldigde in die saak, in
‘Windhoek in hegtenis geneem

beskuldigde se verklaring, vals
geld, gebruikte patrone en
twee skerp koeéls bevat het.

SLAGOFFER SE TOESTAND
In’nemosionele oomblik in die
hofhet Gabrielin trane uitge-
bars terwyl hy Shiweda se ver-
slegtende toestand beskryfhet
en gesé het haarlonge, lewer
en niere is besig om te verswak.
Aanklaers wat in die hof teen-
woordig was, was ook emosio-
neel toe die toestand van hul
kollega beskryfis.
= Die borgtogaansoek sal
‘Woensdag voor landdros
M Lutaka Billy Mutwa voort-
duur, wanneer Elago na
verwagting vir Gabriel onder
kruisondervraging sal neem.
Die staat word deur die ad-
junk-aanklaer-generaal van
Oshakati Tangeni Titula
verteenwoordig en deur die
Ondangwa-beheeraanklaer
Yeukai Kangira bygestaan.

- tuyeimo@nmh-hub.com.ra
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Lightning Kkills
one, hospitalises

another

Two separate lightning strike
incidenis were reported on
Friday at Kanyikama village in
the Kavango West region. Ac-
cording to regional command-
er, police Commissioner Julia
Sakuwa-Neo, the first incident
oceurred at about 15:00 when
Immanuel Muyongp (21) was
siruck by lightning while herd-
ing cattle with his cousin, kill-
ing him instanily.

The second incident happened
around 16:00 in a different area
of the same village, where a
26-year-old woman was struck
by hightning while weeding in
amaize field. She sustained se-
vere burns and was admitied to
Nankudu Hospital in a stable
condition. - PHILLIPUS JOSEF

Walvis Bay
coastal waters a
dolphin hotspot

The coastal waters off Walvis
Bay once again proved to be a
hotspot for marine mammals
in 2025. According to the Ma-
rine Eco Foundation Namibia,
atotal of around 3 720 dolphin
sightings were recorded over
the course of the year - a figure
that highlights both the diver-
sity of species and the effective-
ness of ongoing research and
conservation efforts. The larg-
est share, with 2 157 sightings,
were the rare Heaviside's dol-
phins. In addition, there were
1130 sightings of botilenose
dolphins and 433 sightings of
black dolphins. The numbers
are based on systematic surveys
as well asreports from re-
searchers, volunteers and mem-
bers of the public who shared
their observations on the water.
- CLAUDIA REITER

PHOTO: MARINE EGO FOUNDATION NAMIBIA

Overstay amnesty
extended to
20 January

The home affairs and immigra-
tion ministry has extended its
amnesty offer untl 20 January
for foreigners who have over-
stayed their permitied time in
Namibia. The offer was initially
valid from 15 December to 16
January. The ministry is urging
overstayers to voluniarily ap-
proach the nearest immigration
office or border post to avoid
prosecution, arrest and fines.
No further extension of the
amnesty will be granted, execu-
tive director Nghidinua Daniel
said. Visitors are responsible for
their own travel costs and must
have valid iravel or identity
documents. - AUGETTO GRAIG

* MONIKA SHEYA'S LONG ROAD THROUGH EXILE

From the fronthine to detention

She crossed into exile
aged 21 believing in the
ideals of liberation.

ELIZABETH KHEIEES
WINDHOEK

onika Ndina Sheya was
21 when she crossed into
exile in 1974, slipping

through ahole dug beneath the bor-
der fence at Ondjiva and into An-
gola with a small group of nurses,
students and young men.

Like many of her generation, she
believed she was answering a call to
liberation. What followed, she says,
was a descent from discipline and
sacrifice into starvation, fear and
silence - ending on a river island
in Zambia where people were shot,
starved and erased.

Her journey through exile took
her across multiple camps - Kara-
bo, Shatotwa, Senanga and finally
Mboroma - tracing not only the
brutality she says she witnessed, but
also her own role asa nurse, trainer
and frontline combatant before be-
coming a detainee.

Crossing into exile

After arriving in Angola, Sheya re-
calls being housed brieflyin aschool
hall before groups were moved east-
wards, first towards Zaire and then
Zambia. Thousands travelled on
foot for days, including pregnant
women and children.

“We were thirsty. We were tired,
she recalls. “We sold our elothes for
boiled maize so we could eat”

From the Angola-Zaire border,
the group crossed desert terrain.
At the Zaire-Zambia border, the
railway line ended. From there,
they walked about 100 kilometres
through bush and openland before
crossing rivers by canoce.

“You could hear the hippos
breathing at night,” she says.

Once inside Zambia, they were
taken to Karabo, a Swapo camp.
There, recruits were ordered to sur-
render all their money, supposedly

EXILED: Monika Sheya. PHOTO CONTRBUTED

to be exchanged into local currency.
Soon after, they were moved again
- this time to Shatotwa.

Training in hardship

Shatotwa, she says, was a remote
forest camp with little infrastruc-
ture.

“There was nothing,” she recalls.
“Just a forest, one green tent for the
leaders and bags of maize meal”

Military training began almost
immediately. Recruits marched
long distances, dismantled and re-
assembled weapons, and endured
strict discipline. Food was scarce.

“We were fed maize meal in wa-
ter. No salt. No sugar,” she says.

Despite the conditions, Sheya ad-
vanced quickly. After three months,
she became a trainer, instructing
new arrivals in weapons mainte-
nance. She elso worked in the camp
clinic, dispensing medication sup-
plied from abroad.

She was later selected for special-
ised training in Kongwa, Tanzania,
where conditions improved.

“It was hard work, but we were
well fed,” she says.

At the frontline
After about a year, Sheya was sent
back to Zambia. One day, she was

abruptly ordered 1o pack her mili-
tary and first-aid bags.

“I didn't ask where I was going,”
she says. “You don't ask questions.”

She and another woman were
transported by armoured truck to
a frontline position near the river
at Katima Mulilo. Living in a small
camouflage tent without fires or
light, they survived on rations.

“I was one of the first two wom-
en ai the Katima Mulilo froniline,”
she says.

She remained there for nearly
nine months and wok part in three
engagements against South African
forces, tending to wounded soldiers
under fire. One young man, she re-
calls, shot himself. She handled his
bedy unil it was removed.

At night, danger came from all
sides.

“You could hear breathing outside
your ribs while you slept,” she says.

Withdrawal and disarmament
When Swapo's founding president
visited the frontline by helicopter,
Sheya asked why women had to be
deployed there.

“If I die here, there are children
who will never be born,” she says.

She says the question went unan-
swered.

Soon after, ammmunition ran out.
Fighters survived by hiding and
retreating through the bush. The
unit was eventually withdrawn to
Senanga, an island base plagued by
mosquitoes and malaria. Medica-
tion was scarce.

Later, they were transferred to a
centralbase near Shatotwa and dis-
armed.

“All the guns were taken away,”
she says. “We became nobody.”

Detention at Mboroma
‘While fetching medication one day,
Sheya narrowly escaped a South
African bombing. That night, the
camp was evacuaied. She was told
they were going 1o Lusaka.

They were not.

The journey ended at Mboroma,
an isolated island camp guarded by

Zambian soldiers.

“Ilater learned it had been used|
as a detention camp,” she says. ‘4
conceniration camp.”

By the time she arrived, she esti]
mates nearly I 850 people were de-]
tained there.

Killings and starvation

On 5 August 1976, gunfire erupted)
She remembers hiding near the la-]
trine and watching as men were ex|
ecuted.

“All of them were shot in thel
head.’ she says.

At least 15 people were serions]
ly injured. She was ordered to help
collect the wounded. Later, she says)|
a Zambian commander told detain|
ees the killings had been ordered.

Starvation was already wide]
spread.

“We were deliberately starved,”
she says. “People dropped dead inf
the queue’

Smuggling the truth

While transporting bodies un]
der guard, a young soldier gavel
her two postage stamps. She used)
them to smuggle a letter to the out
side world, hiding itin her sanitary]
pads.

“I know it reached the BBC, shel
says.

‘When camp authorities demand-]
ed 1o know who had leaked the in
formation, Sheya admitied respon|
sibility.

“I was beaten almost to death,”
she says.

Eventually, detainees were giver)
a choice: return to Swapo structures|
or leave as refugees under the Unit|
ed Nations. About 200, including]
Sheya, chose refugee status.

A call for truth
Near]y 50 years on, Sheya says shel
is not seeklng revenge, only truth|
and recognition.
“What happened to the bodies ]

carried?” she asks.

“We were comrades,” she says|
“We were not spies. And we deserve
the truth”

PARENTS ALARMED BY CONDITIONS AT KHORIXAS SCHOOL HOSTEL

AURELIA AFRIKANER are often told the hostel A mother who recently and dignity of learners without further delay.

WINDHOEK is full, while accommo- dropped off her daugh- ‘ should be prieritised ‘ aurelia@nmh-hub.com.na
dation designated for ter said there is a serious

Parents of children girls is being used for shortage of mattress-

enrelled at a Khorix- other purposes. es, while lockers are in PUBLIC FARTICTFATION NOTICE

as hostel have voiced The hostel block housing | such poor condition that VTR N N N O R N SN B NMIINT)

deep disappointment
and concern over dete-
riorating conditions at said.
the Cornelius Goreseb Safety
High School hostel.
The parents told Namib-
ian Sun the situation has
remained unresolved for
more than a year despite
repeated complaints.
According to claims from
sources, the second hos-

tel block designated for obviously be full if work- | tel is not the only di-
female learners is alleg- ers occupy the space lapidated hostel in the
edly occupied by teach- meant for the girls. This region,” she said.

ers and hostel workers as
well as individuals who
are not employed by the
education ministry.
According to a source
who requested anonym-
ity, some of these
oceupants are al-
leged to live in
the hostel free of
charge, further
limiting space
intended for
learners.

Parents ex-
pressed frustra-
tion that they

Furthe
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QRcode

the girls is also in poor
condition, the source

also raised, with par-
ents alarmed that a male
teacher living near the
girls' block is alleged to
bring friends onto the
hostel premises.

“They always tell us the
hostel is full, but it will

is not safe for our chil-
dren,” said a parent who
requested anonymity.

raised after a voice note
reportedly cireulated in a

concerns were

ation.

I CONCerns were rencvate”

local Khorix-
as group,
noting the ur-
gent need for
repairs and

ken windows
and worn-out
floors.

should be replaced.

Ministry acknowledg-
es problem
Responding to the con-
cerns, the director of
education in the Kunene
region, Sofia Fredericks,
told Namibian Sun her
office is aware of the situ-

“Cornelius Goreseb hos-

“There are several hos-
tels in this condition,
but we do have plans to

Fredericks added that
three hostels in Qutjo
have already been reno-
vated and that a broader
renovation and develop-
ment plan is in place,
though limited resources

parents say the condi-
tions remain unaceep-
table and that the safety

AND ENVIRONMENTAL MANAGEMENT
FLAN FOR THE DECOMMISSIONING OF A

BULK FUEL STORAGE FACILITY AND THE
CONSTRUCTION OF A BULK STORAGE
FACILITY FOR LIQUEFIED PETROLEUM

Goo Pollution Technologies Lid was appointed
VlvoE:ﬂ'ﬂerhn(Pw)l.ulwundawhm

by

ﬂmlmmﬁuhtylndlh:mmuflbuﬂ:w

sioning
Aactivitiea planned on the gite in order to inprove aperational
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Tttp:
‘The environmental assesement will be conducted according
to the Environments] Management Act of 2007 and ite
rogulations as published in 2012
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describing the | mean the work cannot be 2% 2036,
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Die ministerie het ook kondi; 8-kwalifik het die ministerie  die 2026 akademiese jaar sal ons  Afrika uitgewys.

“IGCSE-kandidate van Botswan:
kom in Unamin. Leerlinge op gewone]
vlak van Zimbabwe en Zambi§
word toegelaat, maar ons laat nie|
Namibiese leerlinge op gewone vlak}
toe nie,” het sy gesé. “Hou asseblief opf
om oor graad 11 en graad 12 te praat.

dat die huishoudelike inkomstedrem-
pel vir nie-onderrigdoeleindes tot
N$300 000 verhoog is, wat toegang
tot lewenskosteosteun uitbrei.

GEMARGINALISEERDE
GEMEENSKAPPE

Amptenare het die regering se ver-
bintenis tot inklusiwiteit herbevestig,
veral vir histories gemarginaliseerde

bevestig dat Vlak 8-studies wat deel
vorm van 'n primére voorgraadse
kwalifikasie, befonds sal word.
“Ons wil jou verseker dat dit op
hierdie stadium nie as 'n nagraadse
kwalifikasie beskouword nie. Daarom
séons voltooi eers jou primére graad,”
het amptenare gesé.

Nuwe nagraadse studies sal egter nie
in 2026 befonds word nie.

“Wanneer jy vir meesters- en PhD-
grade gaan, sé ons dat ons daaraan
werk, maar nie nou in die nabye
toekoms nie,” terwyl die ministerie
bevestig het dat bestaande nagraadse
NSFAF-kontrakte sal voortduur.

NSFAF se uitvoerende hoof vir
finansies, Vetumbuavi Urinavi, wat
instaanvir waarnemende uitvoerende
hoof, Kennedy Kandume, het bevestig
datvlak 8-kwalifikasies as voorgraads
vir befor doelei
word.

“Ditwordasdeel vandie voorgraadse
kursus beskou. Dit is dus ook deel van
die befondsing,” het Urinavi gesé.

“Ons is in 'n oorgangsfase en vir

die bestaande befondsingsvereiste
toepas, terwyl ons die implemente-
ringspad na 2026 ondersoek.”

UNAM VERWERP GRAAD 11
Die Universiteit van Namibié (Unam)
se woordvoerder, Simon Namesho,
het gesé die instelling moedig leer-  Danken jy nie jousstelsel nie en maak}
linge aan om hoérskoolonderrig te  voorsiening vir ons kinders,” het sy
voltooi, maar erken alternatiewe bygevoeg.
roetes. Steenkamp het die betrokkenheid
“Ons sterkste puntisomtesédatons  verwelkom en gesé die inligtingsessief
graad 11-leerlinge aanmoedig om na  was daarop gemik om duidelikheid te]
graad 12 te vorder,” hethy gesé, terwyl ~ gee en openbare vertroue te herstel.
hy aangedui het dat gereedheids- en “Dit is regtig belangrik dat ons
oorbruggingsprogramme bestaan. nie op tersiére vlak oor graad 11 of]
Unam-direkteur Maggy Beukes- graad 12 praat nie. Ons verwys naj
Amiss het 'n beroep op stelselwye die sertifisering. Hierdie vergade-]
samewerking gedoen: “Ons moet  ring is in goeder trou gehou. Dit i
saamwerk om gehaltestandaarde omte onderrig, in te lig, duidelikheid|
vir hierdie nasie te handhaaf. Ons  te skep, begrip en konsensus te bou,”
wil hé ons kinders moet wéreldwyd  het sy bygevoeg.
meeding,” het sy gesé. Die ministerie het die media versoek}
Tsumis-Garises het argumente om te help met die verspreiding van|
verwerp dat gewone kwalifikasies  akkurate inligting soos NSFAF-regi-
akademiese gehalte ondermyn en  strasies later vandeesmaand open.
teenstrydighede in streke in Suider- - elizabethanmh-hub.com.naj

raad 11°s

VAN BL. 1
INSFAF-REELS BLY BASIS VIR 2026
Die ministerie het verduidelik dat
ir 2026 befondsingsgeskiktheid
steeds bepaal sal word deur die be-
staande NSFAF- i te gebruik,
[ten spyte van die bekendstelling van
nuwe minimumstandaarde vir hoér
onderwys.

“Vir die akademiese jaar 2026
sal die vereistes van die Finansiéle
[Hulpfonds vir Namibiese Studente
die basis bly vir die I ling van be-

fondsingsgeskiktheid.”

Dit het beklemtoon dat toelating tot
'n tersiére instelling nie outomaties

fondsing waarborg nie.

“Toelating tot 'n tersiére instelling
[waarborg nie outomaties befondsing
nie, maar befondsingsbesluite sal
jgelei word deur die bestaande deur-
Isigtige vereistes,” het amptenare gesé.

“Die ministerie bly bewus van die his-
toriese uitdagings en opvoedkundige
hindernisse waarmee histories

gemar de

insluitend die Ovatue, Ovahimba

en die San, te kampe het.” is by die
diak ensie gesé.

Geteikende administratiewe onder-
steuningsmaatreéls sal steeds toege-
pasword om hierdie groepe instaat te
stel om op 'n billike basis toegang tot
tersiére onderwys te verkry.

NAGRAADSE STUDIES
In reaksie op kommer van studente-
leiers oor honneursgrade en Vlak

RIVIERSTRAAT
IN OLYMPIA

Nee, daar was

nie gister 'n

donderbui in

die Olympia-
buurt in

die hoofstad iz i

nie, maar die

water het

5005 'n rivier pry T

gestroom

nadat'n
waterpyp gister
omstreeks
07:00 gebars
het. roro's Tony
EDMUNDS

die VN en leiers van die
betogers het die verga-
deringbygewoon omdie
bewerings te bespreek
en 'n pad na oplossing
te ondersoek.

Viugtelinge

VAN BL.1
Verteenwoordigers van
Swapo, amptenare van

WINDHOEK
Geo Pollution Technologies (Pty) Ltd was appointed by

Vivo Energy Namibia (Pty) Ltd to underake an
i assessment for the issioning of a bulk
fuel storage facility and the construction of a bulk storage
facility for liquefied petroleum gas (LPG), on erf 7997,
Northern Industrial area, Windhoek. The Proponent intends
1o remove all infrastructure on erf 7997 associated with the
bulk fuel storage facility and construct a new facility for the
bulk handling and storage of LPG. The asscssment is
required 1o address the decommissioning and construction
activities planned on the site in order to improve operational
and safety standards.
Additional and location information pertaining to the erven
and proposed operations can be obtained at:
hitp://wwaw.thenamib.com/projects/projects.html

The environmental assessment will be conducted according

1o the Environmental Management Act of 2007 and its

regulations as published in 2012

Interested and affected partics are invited to register with the

environmental consultant to be provided with the

‘opportunity to share comments, issues or concerns related to

the project, for consideration in the FA. Requests for

additional information and comments and concems should

be submitted to Geo Pollution Technologies by

26 January 2026.

André Faul

Geo Pollution Technologies

Tel: +264-81-1452164 Gg,,,,,q

Fax: +264-88626368 'hﬂ-b'T/
il:vivo@thenamib.com

Die groep het volgehou die
finansiéle steun wat na bewe-
ring tydens die geskiedkundige
repatriasie belowe is, of wan-
bestuur 6f nooit gelewer is nie.

Hulle beweer verder herhaal-
de verduidelikings van Swapo
en die VN is onvoldoende
sonder toegang tot amptelike
rekords wat toon hoe die fondse
hanteer is.

Sommige van die voormalige
vlugtelinge het gister steeds
buite Swapo se hoofkantoor
gekamp, ten spyte daarvan dat
hulle meegedeel is dat die saak
gesluit is en dat geen fondse
beskikbaar was nie.

‘GEEN BEWYSE’

Swapo se sekretaris-generaal,
Sophia Shaningwa, het gesé
'n deeglike hersiening van die
party se rekords, insluitend dié¢
van die ampstermyn van haar
voorgangers, het geen bewyse
gevind dat fondse wat vir die
terugkerendes bedoel is, deur
die party ontvang, teruggehou
of misbruik is nie.

“Ons party hou omvatten-
de léers van alle inkomste en
uitgawes,” het Shaningwa gesé.
“Nadat ons hierdie rekords
hersien het, het ons geen
interne bewyse gevind wat die
bewerings wat deur die betogers
geopper is, ondersteun nie.”

Sy het gesé die VN is na die
vergadering genooi om deursig-
tigheid en billikheid te verseker,

e —_—

veral met betrekking tot die be-
werings dat Swapo skenker-
fondse tydens die repatriasie-
proses wanbestuur het.

Shaningwa het gesé die be-
trokkenheid was bedoel om
geskiedkkundige konteks, deur-
sigtigheid en afsluiting te bied
en het die party se verbintenis
tot diegene wat tot Namibié se
bevryding bygedra het, herhaal.

“Swapo bly daartoe verbind
om die bydraes van veterane
van die bevrydingstryd te eer-
biedig en geskiedkundige sake
aan te spreek op 'n manier wat
die waardigheid van diegene
wat vir ons onafhanklikheid
geveg het, handhaaf.”

In 2017 het die voormalige
minister van inligting, Tjekero
Tweya, gesé Namibié het nie
met onafhanklikwording geld
van die VN ontvang vir die her-
integrasie van Namibiese vlug-
telinge en dié in ballingskap nie.

“Die posisie van die VN is dui-
delik: Daar is geen fondse om te
eis nie. Daar is geen voordele of
geld wat aan Namibiese terug-
kerendes betaal moes gewees
het in die konteks van die im-
plementering van Resolusie 435
nie,” het Tweya destyds gesé.

Hy het bygevoeg dat die VN se
Hoékommissariaat vir Vlugte-
linge (UNHCR) tot die gevolg-
trekking gekom het dat geen
fondse wat vir die Namibiese
1989-repatriasie opsy gesit is,

deurdie ngentskaﬁ misbruik of

behou is nie.

UNHCR

Namens die VN het die UNHCR
severteenwoordiger vir Suider-
Afrika, Kavita Belani, herbeves-
tig dat alle bystand wat tydens
die 1989-repatriasie verskaf is,
vrywillig was, volledig verant-
woordbaar was en amptelik
gesluit was. Sy het gesé dat
enige onbestede skenkerfondse
in ooreenstemming met stan-
daard- finansiéle prosedures
na die VN-hoofkantoor terug-
besorg is.

“Die VN se rol was beperk tot
die fasilitering van die veilige
terugkeer vanvlugtelinge en die
verskaffing van basiese onder-
steuning vir herintegrasie,” het
Belani gesé en bygevoeg: “Ver-
antwoordelikheid vir langter-
myn-rehabilitasie en herves-
tiging berus by die Namibiese
regering.”

Sy het verder beklemtoon dat
die VN die afgelope paar jaar
konsekwent dokumentasie
gedeel, op kommer gereageer
en met regeringsowerhede ge-
koordineer het om enige uit-
staande vrae op te klaar.

Die VN het gesé dat hulle by
verskeie geleenthede met ver-
teenwoordigers van die voor-
malige vlugtelinge vanaf 2017
en tot Februarie 2025 gesels
het.

Tydens 'nvergaderingin Maart
2021 het die groep na bewerirﬁ

konsensus met die VN bereik]
dat die organisasie se mandaat]
vervul is en dat verdere betrok-|
kenheid by nasionale owerhede}
nagestreef moet word.

Ten spyte hiervan, dring
die Voormalige Vlugtelinge]
Repatriasievereniging vanj
Namibié daarop aan dat die]
VN na bewering nie rekenskap|
gegee het van N$21,7 miljoen)|
wat hulle sé bedoel was vir die}
herintegrasie van Namibiese
terugkerendes nie.

Aina Angula het Saterdag
namens die betogers gesé die¢f
groep is nie oortuig nie en|
soek steeds duidelikheid oor}
die beweerde ondersteuning
wat ten tyde van hul terugkeer
belowe is.

Sy het beweer dat hoewe!
korrespondensie, verslae en|
rekords tussen die VN, Swapo,
die Raad van Kerke van Namibié|
enander owerhede bestaan, dief
vlugtelinge nog nooit 'n finale,
amptelike bevestiging ontvang
het wat die probleem oplos nie,|

Angula het gesé hulle eis al|
vir ten minste drie tot vier jaarj
antwoorde, met protesoptogte}
wat sedert middel-2022 toege-|
neem het.

Sy het gesé betogers het voor-|
heen “geen geld, geen stem”-|
protesoptogte gehouen dat talle}
36 jaar nadat hulle na Namibié}
teruggekeer het, steeds op]
antwoorde wag.

- phillipus @nmh-hub.com.naf
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