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Robbers snatch
N&380 000 in
broad daylight

City Police spokesperson Superin-
tendent Marcelline Murapo yester-
day confirmed that a cash-in-tran-
sit robbery occurred in Windhoek
on Saturday afternoon at Wernhill
shopping centre, during which an
estimated N$380 000 was stolen,
although the final amount may be
higher.

Murapo also confirmed that footage
that had eirculated on social media
was anthentic and showed the five
suspects fleeing the scene of the
crime. She said investigations are
ongoing, and police are appealing to
members of the public to assist with
information that could help trace the
suspects.

- ELIOT IPINGE

UNHCR Osire
employee
arrested for
alleged cash fraud

A United Nations High Commis-
sioner for Refugees (UNHCR)
employee in Namibia, aged 38, em-
ployed as a community-based pro-
tection associate, has been arrested
in connection with alleged fraud
linked to the agency’s cash-based
initiative, which provides financial
assistance to families at the Osire
refugee camp.

Police sources have confirmed the
arrest. The suspect is expected to ap-
pearin the Windhoek Magistrate's
Court today.

In October, Namibian Sun reported
that more than 100 refugees at Osire
had not received payments under
the cash-based initiative. The report
cited alleged irregularities in the
system, including cases where ben-
eficiaries were recorded as having
received funds despite having relo-
cated from the camp.

At the time, UNHCR acknowledged
a funding shortfall, stating that as-
sistance 1s prioritised for families
“most in need.”

- ELIOT IPINGE

The family of

the late George
Haubab (26) say
the police account
of his death lacks
credibility, cit-
ing post-mortem
findings they
claim indicate he
was possibly as-
saulted and mur-
dered.

ELIZABETH KHEIBES
WINDHOEK

Rehoboth family is

strongly disputing

n initial police ac-

count of a fatal stabbing

earlier this month after a

forensic post-mortem re-

port appeared to contra-

dict claims that their rela-

tive died from self-inflicted
stab wounds.

The police’s initial re-
port, issued shortly af-
ter the 5 December inci-
dent, said that 26-year-old
George Haubab had alleg-
edly stabbed his former
girlfriend and her com-
panion before turning the
knife on himself.

The alleged victims sur-
vived the incident, police
said, and were reported to
be in critical condition.

However, the Haubab
family have since released
the post-mortem findings
on social media, saying
the report suggests their
relative was assaulted and
murdered.

The report raises ques-
tions about whether the 14
stab wounds sustained by
Haubab were self-infliet-
ed and appears to indicate
Haubab suffered several
defensive wounds.

Thishastriggered a pub-
lic outery.

The incident occurred on
2nd Street, Block E, Reho-
both, left Haubab dead.

“It is alleged that the de-
ceased arrived at his then
girlfriend’s home, found
herwith another man, and
immediately launched a vi-
olent attack,” the initial po-
lice report had stated. “The
male victim managed to
escape but sustained seri-
ous injuries. The woman
was also stabbed multiple

@ MAN SUSTAINED 14 STAB WOUNDS

Autopsy casts doubt on initial police
account of Rehoboth stabbing,

B
R

diligent efforts 1o respond,
share, update and keep the
public informed,” she not-
ed. “In the end, the truth
will always be known.”

Forensic findings

The autopsy report issued
by the Namibian Police
Force's Forensic Pathology
Division and seen by Na-
mibian Sun confirmed that
Haubab sustained 14 stab
wounds, including four
fatal injuries to the heart,
chest and neck.

The medical certificate
concluded that Haubab
died from a major lacera-
tion of the heart accompa-
nied by haemopericardi-
um, as well as a lacerated
internal jugular vein and
significant bleeding in the
chest cavity. These injuries
were described as the re-
sult of an assault involving
a knife.

A detailed medico-le-
gal examination conduct-
ed by forensie pathologist
Dr Soraya Cher Podewiltz
documented deep chest
wounds penetrating the
thoracic cavity, including
two that pierced the right
ventricle of the heart and
another that entered the
upper lobe of the right lung,

suicide

Sharp-force injuries to the
neck were also confirmed.

Suicide disputed,
petition launched

The Haubab family has
since submitted a peti-
tion to the acting police
commissioner in Marien-
1al, arguing that the initial
police report “lacked cred-
ibility” and failed to reflect
the true circumstances of
Haubab's death.

They further argued that
law enforcement failed to
colleet statements from all
relevant parties before re-
leasing the initial report,
undermining confidence
in the early investigative
process.

Responding to the fam-
ily's concerns, Shikwambi
said

once an investiga-
tion is launched, the
facts surrounding a
matter may change.
She said added that the
police will eontinue to in-
vestigate theincident thor-
oughlyThe two surviving
victims remain in eritical
condition in a Windhoek
hospital, while the probe
into Haubab's death, now
under heightened scrutiny,
continues.

DOUET CAST: The late George Hauhah, PHOTO: CONTRIBUTED

While the distress and
outcry are noted, the dis-
semination of such infor-
mation, especially that
forming part of an ongo-
ing investigation, is not
encouraged.”

The deputy commission-
er explained that crime re-
ports are based on real-
time information available
at the time, often provided
quickly to respond to me-
dia queries.

“These are preliminary
reports. Such information
is subject to change. Thisis
why we ofien state: ‘Police
investigation continues,
indicating that the situa-
tion may evolve as new ev-
idence is gathered”

Shikwambi stressed that
investigations are gradual
processes, invelving evi-

times. Both remain in crit-
ical condition in a Wind-
hoek hospital.”
Neighbours at the time
told police they fled after
Haubab allegedly threat-
ened them with an okapi
knife. He reportedly col-
lapsed nearby and died
before paramedies arrived.

Initial findings not final
On Friday, amid grow-
ing public outcry, po-
lice spokesperson Deputy
Commissioner Kauna Shi-
kwambi urged restraint,
stressing that initial police
reports are not conclusive
while investigations are
ongoing.

She also criticised the
circulation of the confi-
dential autopsy report on
social media.

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION NOTICE
ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT: BERTH 9

MODIFICATION PR THE PORT OF
WALVIS BAY. ERONGO REGION

Geo Pollution Technologies (Pty) Ltd was appointed by the
Namibisn Ports Awuthority (Namport) to undertake =m
environmental  assessment for the proposed
modification of Berth ¢ in the Port of Walvis Bay. The
project will entail reclamation of the water area between
Berth 9 and the continer i

approximately 4.7 ha of additionsl backup land with
agsociated berthing areas, This will allow for the berthing of
sdditional vessels and increased cargo handling and storage
capacity within the existing port footprittt, without the need
for expanding the port inland. Additional and location
information pertaining to the project and proposed
operations can be obtained et

Jiml

tpcliorwr /proj
The envi is condncted ding to the
Environmental Management Act of 2007 and its regulations
as published in 2012.
Interested and affected parties are invited to register with the
envirotmental conmltant to be provided with the
opportunity to share comments, issucs or concems related to

“First and foremost, I
strongly condemn the cir-
culation of sensitive and
confidential autopsy re-
sults on social media.

dence collection and wit-
ness statements.
“Suggesting that our up-
dates are contradictory
somehow undermines our

Tel: +264-81-1491092

the project, for in the EA.

requests for additional i ion, and aod
congems should be submitted to Greo Pollution Technologies
by 05 Janmary 2026.

André Faul
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Police set
record straight
on fake news
bakkie claims

Police have dismissed social
media claims that officers used
an official police bakkie to tow a
private trailer for a wedding in
the Oshikango area and fuelled
it with so-called ‘Ngungula’-il-
legal fuel. Police Inspector Jo-
seph Shikongo said the allega-
tions are false and misrepresent
an incident that occurred more
than a year ago.

He said the matter referred to in
the circulating audio elips took
place in May 2024 in Fransfon-
tein, not Oshikango, and was
connected to an active stock
theft investigation.

He said a Toyota Hilux, regis-
tration number POL 9451, was
deployed to recover three sto-
len donkeys following a report
o the police. The complain-

ant provided a private trailer

to assist with transporting the
animals, which were recovered
during the operation.

Two suspects were arrested. Shi-
kongo stressed that the police
vehicle was not used for any pri-
vate purpose and that the opera-
tion was unrelated to a wedding.
He urged the public to avoid
sharing misleading or defama-
tory content on social media
and encouraged people to verify
information with the police or
other relevant authorities before
circulating it. - ELIOT IPINGE

Namport signs
MoU with Suez
Canal Authority

Namport signed an MoU with
the Suez Canal Authority last
week to strengthen Namibia's
position within the global mari-
time and logistics network. The
agreement focuses on coopera-
tion in key strategic areas, in-
cluding capacity building, port
infrastructure development, ma-
rine asset management, dredg-
ing expertise and the exchange
of technical and operational
information.
Namport said the partnership
supports its broader ambition
to position Namibia as alead-
ing regional logistics hub and
transhipment centre on Africa’s
western seaboard, leveraging
the country’s ports to improve
connectivity between southern
Africa and international ship-
ping routes.
The collaboration also builds
on the longstanding bilateral
relationship between Namibia
and Egypt. Namport noted that
eooperation with the Suez Ca-
nal Authority, one of the world’s
most strategically important
maritime institutions, is expect-
ed to contribute to improved
port operations, skills develop-
ment and long-term infrastrue-
ture planning in Namibia.

- STAFF REPORTER

Geingob’s top
economic team exits
— did they deliver?

® REFLECTIONS

As Geingob’s dream team departs,
Namibia faces a pressing cquestion:
did those empowered to wield
real influence generate tangi-
hle improvements for ordinary
citizens?

STAFF REPORTER
WINDHOEK

ja will both leave office at the end of the

month, drawing the curtain on aquiet but
powerful chapterin Namibia's recent economic
history.

Their departures signal more than routine
leadership changes. They mark the fading pres-
ence of the technocratic eore that once formed
the intellectual backbene of the late former
president Hage Geingob’s economic recovery
agenda.

Both !Gawaxab and Uaandja were central fig-
ures on the high-level economic panel appoint-
ed by Geingob in 2019 - a panel born from his
2018 pledge to establish a presidential econom-
ic advisory council to help steer the country out
of stagnation.

As the figures Geingob once entrusted to
conceive, design and implement economice re-
covery now depart, Namibia confronts an una-
voidable question: did the team empowered by
the country’s top leader to wield economic in-
fluence deliver real changes that improved the
lives of ordinary Namibians?

IGawaxab chaired the high-level panel and
quickly emerged as one of Geingob’s most in-
fluential economic thinkers.

In June 2020, he officially assumed office as
governor of the Bank of Namibia, initially on
an 18-month term. His mandate was later ex-
tended, and he was reappointed for a full five-
year term from I January 2022 - a term that
was supposed to run until January 2027.

Instead, he is stepping down earlier, bringing
1o a close a tenure that coincided with some of
Namibia’s most difficult economic moments.

J ohannes Gawaxab and Nangula Uaand-

similar path

Serving as IGawaxab's deputy on the panel was
Nangula Uaandja. Her rise followed a similar
trajectory from adviser to executive authority.

Uaandja subsequently became the found-
ing chief executive officer of the Namibia In-
vestment Promotion and Development Board
(NIPDB), an institution created directly on the
panel’s recommendation.

Under Geingob, the NIPDB reported directly
to State House and operated as an autonomous
body, reflecting the former president’s belief
that investment promotion needs insulation
from bureaucratic inertia.

That changed under the new administration,
when the NIPDB was placed under the trade
ministry.

On Thursday, the board anncunced that
Uaandja would also bow out at the end of De-
cember.

Ancther prominent panel member, James
Mnyupe, exited earlier than his counterparts.

Johannes !Gawaxahb. PHOTOS: FILE

James

After about a year on the panel, he was ap-
pointed Geingob’s presidential economic ad-

viser, a role that placed him at the centre of

financial decision-making.

He later became Namibia’s green hydrogen
commissioner, again reporting directly to Gein-
gob. Like Uaandja, his authority flowed from
the Presidency rather than a line ministry.

Mnyupe has since also left that role.

Viewed together, these departures tell a co-
herent story. Geingob did not simply convene
a panel to advise him. He elevated its members
into positions of real power, expecting ideas to
move swiftly from institutions into outcomes.

The former head of state gave these techno-
crats proximity to power, political cover and the
authority to act.

A more complex question
That is why the focus should not rest on

N\

Mnyupe. )

! g

Nangula Uaandja.

leadership is ultimately measured by transla-
tion - by whether ideas move beyond policy
boardrooms and into people’s lives.

As Geingob’s economic chosen thinkers now
leave the stage, Namibia is left with reflection
rather than aceusation.

Did the country feel the work of its bright-
est technocrats? Did economic expertise trans-
late into dignity, jobs and opportunity for the
majority? Or did too much remain confined to
strategy documents, institutions and elite con-
versations?

Geingob believed deeply in expertise. He
believed Namibia could think its way out of a
erisis. The people he appointed were given the
platform to prove that belief right.

Their departure now shifts the burden of
judgement to the only place it truly belongs:
the lived experience of ordinary Namibians.

Geingob himself. He kept his promise. He
created the panel. He trusted and empow-
ered its members. The more complex ques-
tion - the one that now hangs in the air -
is whether those given the jobs delivered
what the country needed.

Under !Gawaxab, the Bank of Namib-
ia remained stable through the Covid-19
shock, glebal inflation and tightening
monetary conditions. Institutional cred-
ibility was preserved, and the financial sys-
tem was held. But for many Namibians,
stability did nottranslate into opportunity.

Unemployment, particularly among the
youth, remained stubbornly high. Living
costsrose fasterthan incomes. Poverty and
informality deepened.

Usandja's NIPDB was billed as a game-
changer: a one-stop investment body de-
signed to unlock capital, cut red tape and
drive industrialisation.

Yetinvestment outcomes remained une-
ven and the promised wave of transforma-
tive projects has been slow to materialise.

Mnyupe's green hydrogen drive posi-
tioned Namibia beldly en the global en-
ergy map, but its benefits remain largely
in the future, still far remaoved from house-
holds struggling to meet daily needs.

None of this ignores the context in which
they served. Covid-19 disrupted economies
everywhere. Fiscal space was tight.

Structural problems were inherited. But

R NAMIBI
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PUBLIC PARTICIPATION NOTICE
ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT: BERTH 9

MODIFICATION PROJECT IN THE PORT OF
WALYVIS BAY, ERONGO REGION

Geo Pollntion Technologies (Pty) Ltd was appointed by the
Namibian Porta Anthority (Namport) to undertake an
environmental assessment for the proposed
modification of Berth ¢ in the Port of Walvis Bay. The
project will entail reclamation of the water arca between
Berth 9 and the comtsiner terminal, reconfiguration and
extension of the existing berth imerface, and creation of
approximately 4.7 ha of additional backup land with
associated berthing areas. This will allow for the berthing of
additional vessels and increased cargo handling and storage
capacity within the existing port footprint, without the need
for expanding the port inland. Additional and location
information pertainmg to the project amd proposed
operations can be obtained at:
‘Hittp=/fwww thenarmib. i

The

himl

is ing to the
Eavironmental Menegement Act of 2007 and its regulations
as publishedin 2012.
Interested and affected parties are invited to register with the
environmental consultant to be provided with the
opportumity to share comments, jssues or concorns related to
j i jon in the EA. istrati

L and and
concerns should be submitted to Geo Pollution Technologies
by 05 Jampary 2026,

André Faul E o
Geo Pollution Technologles = AT
Tel: +264-81-1491092 e
E-Mail; berth9@thenamib,com e
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» Vrou ly onder jare van pyn en ongemak

Chirurgiese naald 20 jaar later ‘ontdek’

Dit is na bewering in 2002 in die
vrou agter gelaat nd die ge-
boorte van haar kind.

» Rita Kakelo

’ Vrou van Windhoek eis meer
as’nmiljeeninskadevergoe-
ding, nadat ‘n chirurgiese

naald meer as twee dekades later in

haar ontdek enverwyderis.

Die chirurgiese naald isnabewering
in 2002 tydens die geboorte van haar
kind agtergelos, met N$1,5 miljcen
wat van die ministerie van gesend-
heid en maatskaplike dienste geéis
word.

Die yrou wie se identiteit weerhou
wordomhaarprivaatheid te beskerm,
het die eis ingedien n jaar nadat ’n
ginekcloog by die Katutura-staats-
hospitaal die naald tydens opvolg-
endersoeke ontdek het

Volgens hofdolumente het mediese
personeel by die staatshospitaal

op Otjiwarongo versuim om die
chirurgiese naald na die uitvoer van
’n keisersnee en die herstel van’n
perineale skeur op 1 Junie 2002 te
verwyder.

“Op 1 Junie 2002, terwyl die klaer
kraampyne ervaar het, is sy in die
Okakarara-staatskliniek opge-
neem. Nadat sy ondersoek is, is sy
na die bevallingskamer corgeplaas.
‘nSeniorverpleegster hetopgemerk
dat synog nie voldoende ontsluit het
nie en het vir haar gesé om te stap
in 'n poging om die kraamproses te
versnel,” lui die hofdokumente.

Die vrou is gevolglik perambulans
nadie staatshospitaal op Otjiwaron-
govervoer,emdatdie klinieknet een
dokter beskikbaar gehad het wat cp
hierdie tydstip nacngelukslagoffers
omgesien het.

Tydens die cordrag na die staats-
hospitaal het die vrou na bewering
haar bewussyn verloor en eers met
haar aankoms van haar omgewing
bevusgeword. Sywas toe 29 jaaroud.

Sedertdien het sy volgehoue pyn,
ongemaken herhaalde infeksies cor
die jare ervaar saam met’n vrees vir
seksuele intimiteit.

Syhet by verskeie staatsgeriewe vir
behandeling gaan aanklop waaronder
die Robert Mugabe-kliniek, asook die
Khomasdal- en Katutura-gesond-
heidsentrumsin Windheek. Volgens
die besonderhede van haar eis is sy
herhaaldelik huis toe gestuur met
pynmedikasie, antibiotika en verwy-
sings- sondervoldoende ondersoek
na die oorsaak van haar simptome.

Die chirurgiese naald is eers op
26 September verlede jaar in haar
linkerlabia ontdek en is later in die
Katutura-staatshospitaal verwyder.

Die klaervoeraan dat die ministerie
se mediese personeel versuim het
om, ten spyte van haar voortdurende
klagtes cor meer as 20 jaar, die ver-
wagte standaard van sorg toe te pas
of om haar na 'n spesialis te verwys.

Sy beweer die vecrtdurende lyding
het emosionele trauma, vrees vir

seksuele intimiteit, fisieke pyn en
’n beduidende verlies aan lewens-
gehalte verocrsaak. Haar skadever-
goedingseis sluit in N$500 000 vir
emosionele lyding, N$500 000 vir
trauma en angs, N$250 000 vir fisiese
beserings, N$250 000 angemak en.
pyn en N$50 000 vir verwagte
sielkundige berading in. Die
ministerie wat deur die
regering se regsver-
teenwoordiger ver-
teenwoordig word,
moet nog sy pleit
indien.

Volgens die senior
regsbeampte, Deon
Ndana, sukkel die
ministerie ten spyte
van herhaalde versoe-
ke ominstruksies van
die staatshospitaal cp
Otjiwarongo te kry. Die
ministerie beplan om
aansocek om uitstel
te doen om sy pleit

en teeneis in te dien.

Die saak is tot 4 Februarie aanstaan-
de jaar vir’nverwysing vir mediasie-
verhoor uitgestel.

- rita@nmh-hub.com.na

Follow the Chutbut instructions
or Whatsapp ¥AdventCalendar2025
to +264 85 785 6231

Botswana-terugkerendes trek na hervestlglngsplase

» Jacques du Toit

Honderde Namibiese
afstammelinge wat
vanaf Botswana na
Gam in die Otjozon-
djupastreek vir herves-
tiging teruggekeer het,
hetbegin verhuisna hul
permanente nederset-
tings by Otjipaheua.

Dit is deur die minister
van landbou, visserye,
water en grondhervor-
ming, Inge Zaamwani,
tydens haar besoek aan
Gam einde verlede week
bevestig.

Zaamwani het die fa-
milies opdrag gegee cor

Terugkerendes van Botswana vergader by Gam en berei voor vir hul hervestiging na
permanente by Otjipaheua. Forosmanir

die hervestigingsproses:
“Elke gesin wat op 20
September deur die rege-
ring entvang is, sowel as
diegene wat daarna aan-
gekom het, moet veorbe-
rei om na Otjipaheua te
verhuisvirdietoekenning
van landbougrand. Julle
samewerking om hierdie
proses te begin, sal hoogs
waardeer word en moet
ideaal gesproke teen die
einde van Januarie 2026
volteoiwees.”

Sy het bygevoeg dat
“die regering vervaerby-
stand sal verskaf en alle
kwalifiserende individue
word aangemoedig om
hierdie ondersteuning te
gebruik”. Zaamwani het
bevestig sommige vrag-
motors wat aangewys is
vir die reis na Otjipaheua
het aangekom, terwyl
ander op pad is.

Die minister het ook
aangekondig dat die mi-
nisterie in samewerking

met die Kambazembi
tradisionele owerheid van
hierdie gebied binnekert
agt boerdery-eenhede van
plase wat deur die rege-
ring gekoop is, aan agt fa-
milies uit die groep sal
toeken. Na aanleiding
van hierdie aankondiging
word verwag dat daardie
families binne 30 dae na
hul boerdery-eenhede sal
trek.”

Zaamwani het die rege-
ring se belegging in infra-

struktuur by Gam vir die
hervestiging uitgelig en
gesé: “Tet op hede het die
regering meer as N$115
miljoen in hierdie inisi-
atief belé” Dit is gebruik
vir onder meer die bou
van moderne waterin-
frastruktuur sowel as 'n
veeldoelige kraal.

Die regering se aankoop
van ses plase van 23 000
hektaar ter waarde van
N$60 miljoen sal in
boerdery-eenhede in die
streke van Otjozondju-
pa, Hardap en Omaheke
vir kwalifiserende fami-
lies onderverdeel word.

Sy het die gemeenskap
2angespoor om saam te
staan tydens die oor-
gangsfase enbeklemtoon:
“Die handhawing van sa-
mehorigheid sal julle in
staat stel om interne en
eksterne nitdagings wat
tydens julle hervestiging
mag ontstaan.”

Zaamwani hetinwoners
ook herinner aandierege-
ring se verbintenis totin-
tegrasie en gesé: “Die re-
gering is daartoe verbind

cm julle volle integrasie
indie Namibiese samele-
wing te endersteun.”

Sy het 'nbercep gedoen
op samewerking in die
vestiging van produktie-
we huishoudings: “Ek vra
jul mede-Namibiérs om
verenig te bly enmet julle
regering saam te werk om
te verseker dat die herves-
tigingsproses lei tot die
vestiging van produk-
tiewe huishoudings wat
uiteindelik sal bydra tot
selfstandigheid en veer-
kragtigheid.”

Die minister het afge-
sluit met die woorde:

Geo Pollution Technologies (Pty) Ltd was appointed by the
Neamibian Ports Authority (Namporf) to undertske an
environmental
mndlﬁmtmn of Bm.h 9 in the Port of Walvis Bay. The

approximately 47 ha of additional backup land with
associated berthing aresd. This will allow for the berthing of
additional vessels and increased cargo handling end storage
capacity within the existing port footprint, without the need
for expanding the port inland. Additional and location
information pertaining to the project and proposed
operations can be obtained at:

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION NOTICE
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asscssment for the proposed

“Jul besluit om na jul pHerw

land terug te keeris beide

html
ducted ding to the

prysenswaardig en bete-
kenisvol. Jul liefde vir
julland word met respek
deur die huidige en toe-
komstige geslagte geag.
Ons dank die Almagti-

The envil is

Eavirenmental Management Act of 2007 and its regulations.
as published in 2012,

Interested and affected parties are invited to register with the
envirgnments] congultant o
nppnmmnymn‘hammmmcms,ummrelmedm

be provided with the

and

ge God wat dit vir ons
moontlik gemaak het
cm vandag hier te wees,
bynals maande sedert jul
aankoms in jul Moeder-
land vanuit Botswana.”

the project, for id in tl:e EA,

requests for addit A

concerns should be submitted to Geo Pull\m\m Technologies
by 05 January 2026.

André Faul

Geo Pollution Technologles

Tel: +264-81-1491092
E-Mail: berth9@thenamib.com

The destination is Home. ;

Travel safely, this Festive Season.
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Donkies

VAN BL.1

Meer as 10 000 eenhede sal versprei
word oor Omusati, Oshana en Khomas,
die streke wat geidentifiseer is as die
gebiede met die hoogste las van diere-
verwante padsterftes.

Dierewelsynsorganisasies sé soort-
gelyke maatreéls is reeds as doeltref-
fend bewys. Janine van Rocyen vandie
Namibiese Vereniging vir Dierewelsyn
(Nawa) het aan Network Media Hub
({NMH)} gesé haar organisasie gebruik
reeds die afgelope drie jaar weer-
kaatsers op werkende donkies, perde
en donkiekarretjies, eerder as op
vrylopende diere.

Volgens Van Rooyenhetdie ministerie
Nawa sowat agt maande gelede
gekontak, nadat hulle die weerkaat-
sers gesien het wat in die organisasie
se plasings op sosiale media was.

“Hulle het in ons foto’s op sosiale
media gesien waar ons weerkaatsers

in klein dorpies gebruik waar motoris-
te teen 'n hoé spoed ry. Die ministe-
rie het ons toe genader virideesen ons
hetvan ons voorbeelde vir hulle gegee.
Ons gebruikwit elastiese weerkaatsers,
wat hulle nie gebruik het nie,” het Van
Rooyen gesé.

Volgens haar het Nawa tot dusver
weerkaatsers op meer as 350 donkies
en perde aangebring. Sy het egter die
omvang van die ministerie se benade-
ring bevraagteken en voorgesteldat die
loodsprojekop ‘n kleiner skaal begin en
op minder kategorie¢ diere fokus.

Sylvia Breitenstein, direkteur van
bedrywighede van die Windhoek SPCA,
het voorgestel dat die projek meer
doeltreffend sou wees as weerkaatsers
eerderas oorplaatjies aangebring word.

“Mense sorg nie vir hul diere nie, en
as’n diermet die nekweerkaatser vassit
en dit word nie gevind nie, is dit iets
anders,” het sy gesé.

Ten spyte van verskillende sie-
nings cor implementering, stem
dierewelsynsgroepe en regeringsamp-
tenare saam dat die vermindering van

diereverwante ongelukke ‘n dringende
veiligheidskwessie op Namibiese paaie
bly.

Namibi# is nie die eerste land wat
donkie-weerkaatsers as 'n padveilig-
heidsmaatreél gebruik nie. In Noord-
Botswana het dierewelsynsorga-
nisasies en liefdadigheidsorganisasies
jare lank weerkaatsende corplaatjies
opvrylopende denkies aangebring om
nagtelike ongelukke op swak beligte
landelike paaie te verminder.

Soortgelyke reflektorkonsepte
is ook in ander dele van Afrika
ondersoek, insluitend Somalié, waar
dit vir donkiekarre voorgestel is.

KRITICI

Nekundi het die projek verdedig as
‘n noodsaaklike, kostedoeltreffende
ingryping vir padveiligheid.

“Dit is hartverskeurend om die
verlies van soveel ekonemies aktiewe
Namibiérs te aanskcu, wat gesinne in
hartseer en ontberinglaat,” het Neloundi
gesé. “Padveiligheid is 'n persconlike
verantwoordelikheid, en hierdie

reflektors is 'n belangrike stap in die
vermindering van die voorkombare
slagting op onspaaje”

Hy het aangevoer dat die uitgawes
beskeie is in vergelyking met die koste
van grootskaalse infrastruktuur soos
uitgebreide heinings langs paaie en het
beklemtoen datpadveiligheid politieke
debat moet corskry.

Statistieke wys dat beeste, donkies
en honde verantwoordelik is vir die
meerderheid van diereverwante
ongelukke, met die drie proefgebiede
watverantwoordelik is vir meeras 40%
van die verwante sterftes.

Terwyl die reflektors bedoel is om
metoriste te help om gevare vroeér te
identifiseer, het Nekundi gewaarsku
dat tegnologie alleen nie die probleem
sou oples nie.

“Al wat julle hoef te doen, is om te
bestuur terwyl julle nugter is sodat
julle die weerkaatsers kan sien,” het
Nekundi gemaan. Hy het beklemtoon
dat sy ministerie volle samewerking
van verwarnte raolspelers inshiitend die
Nasionale Padveiligheidsraad verwag.

Low
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Sy het haar dank
uitgespreek vir

die konvooi, die
gedenkdiens en die
teenwoordigheid van
die gemeenskap wat
haar man gedien het.
Low was 'n stigter-
slid van LifeLink
Emergency Servi-
cesin Hentiesbaaien
het die dorp en omlig-
gende streek vir on-
geveer 19 jaar gedien.
Sprekershet tydens
die gedenkdiens ook
talle reddingsaksies
onthou waarby Low
betrokke was onder
meer 'n voorval waar-
tydens vyfseuns
amper verdrink het.
“Vra enigiemand in

Hester

VAN BL.1

Oordie titel vandie boek,
Kreef & Kaiings, vertel sy
vandie dagtoe syen haar
boerman Johnnie, hul
oudste dogter se vrieskas
vir haar ontvries en reg
gepak het. Twee sakkies
was op die tafel vor: Een
met twee kreefsterte,
en een met kaiings. Die
kreefhet haar dogter by
haar skoonouers gekry
in die Oos-Kaap, die
kaiings was van hul Na-
mibiese plaas af. Ditgaan
oor die lewe se beter en
slegter dae, verduidelik
Hester. Kreefdae is die
uitskieterdae - wanneer
j¥ jou lippe rooi maak,
parfuum aansit en die
luuksheid geniet wat
soms oor jou pad kom.
“Kaiingdae is daardie
hartseer dae wanneer
j¥ terug verlang na jou
komvandaan,” sé sy.
Maar, aan die einde van
die dag is beide nodig
vir °n gebalanseerde
bestaan, beklemtoon
Hester. Dit anker jou.

Sy woon tans as gevolg
van die droogte in die
Kaap.

“Ons moes “n manier
kry om die wolf van die
deur weg te hou, en ek
hetdie geleentheid gekry
om daar te gaan werk.”

Dis 'n tydelike reéling,

Follow the Chatbot instructions
or Whatsapp #AdventCalendar2025

to +264 85

785 6231

beklemtoon Hester,
totdat die reén kom. En
sy en boerman Johnnie
glo en vertrou dat dit
kortstondig sal wees.

Sy is 5 Januarie 2025
weg van die plaas af, en
het die 13 de Desember
vir die eerste keer weer
huis toe gekom en haar
hart juig!

“Dit voel soms asof ek
nooit weg was nie, en
soms voel dit soos n
ewigheid. Ek het darem
my boerman in Maart
en November gesien
met ons kleinseuntjie
se geboorte en doop in
Suid-Afrika”

Die Kaap het haaregter
wonderlike geleenthede
gebied. 8y het mense
ontmoet wat haar
opgelig het, en die boek

het net gebeur, vertel
‘n dankbare Hester.
’n Wildvreemde vrou,
Petro Swanepoel, het
haar gekontak en gevra
of sy kan kem koffie
drink. Petro het gekom
en sy en Hester het soos
ouvriendinne gesels.

“Sy het gesé sy voel my
stories moet in *n boek
vrygestel word sodat dit
meer mense kan bereik,
want dit het baie vir haar
beteken. Ek het gesé ek
sal daarcor dink

Sy was heeltemal
oorweldig en het nie
geweet hoe om dit te
hanteer nie, erken
Hester, want Petro het
aangebied om die geld
voor te skiet.

“Ek was uit die veld
geslaan toe ‘n uitgewer

my twee dae later kontak
en sé dat Petro vir haar
van my skrywes gewys
het, en sy dink ons moet
‘nboek maak. Toe gebeur
ditt”

Hester het ook die
wonderlike geleentheid
gehad dat van haar
gedigte in verskeie
bundels opgeneem is.
Sy was ook die wenner
van die Inkin Afrikaans-
kompetisie, verower die
goue kategorie methaar
gedig “Leonardville”,
asookdie groot landwye
kompetisie met die
gedig “Weerkaatsings”.
Daarby stap Hester weg
met twee ATKV Veertjies
in Namibi€. Een vir Kreef
& Kaiings, asook’n onge-
publiseerde manuskrip,
Stofen Sterre, n digbun-
del. Hester is ook met
die Herman van Wyk
Prosa- en die Oswald
Rall Theart-prys beloon.
“Hierdie was vir my
‘n ongelooflike groot
voorreg. Afrikaans is
vir my die mooiste taal
denkbaar, en ek voel
bevoorreg dat ek my
gedagtes en gevoelens
kan uitdruk in die taal
wvan my hart!”

Kreef & Kaiings kan
per whatsapp by Hester
bestel word - die sein
is te swak op die plaas
vir bel! Haar nommer
is 081 124 5467 en die
prysisN$ 280, plus N$70

posgeld.

“Ons laat lewer af. My
dogter, Sandri Coetzer,
sal die versendings
hanteer.” As jy Hester
se hartsboek wil bestel,
is haar rekeningbeson-
derhede soos volg:

Hester Steenkamp,
FNE Mariental,
tjekrekening

62085588576, takkode:
280471; verwysing: Jou
naar en van.

Hester laat weet van
die plaas die week hulle
het reén gehad en by die
huis en Kertpomp is 22
mm uitgegooi, by Sleep-
wapos 17 mm.

“Groot dele van die
plaas is nog baie droog,
ander het ‘n mooi
lewetjie. Ons is dank-
baar. Vir Desember is
dit wonderlik!”

Dis verstommend
hoe gewillig die veld
steeds is, al is dit deur
groot trauma die laaste
klompie jare, en al is
die reén min en ver uit
mekaar, skryf sy. Die
liewe Vader het hulle
bederfmetveld watveer-
kragtig is.

Die natuur sal nooit
ophou om haar asem
weg te slaan nie, erkensy.

“Dit het gisteraand
laat gereén, en van-
middag begroet nege
rooibeenelsies ons in’n
klein pannetjie staande
water. Wie hulle vertel

Hentieshbaai,” het die
goewerneur gese.
“Hulle sal sé: Dit is
ons Brian. Hy het my
pagered, hy het my
broer gered, hyhet
ons ma gered.”

Low het verdrink
nadat hy deur die see
meegesleur is tydens
die reddingspoging wat
drie tienerseuns gered
het. -adam@erongo.com.na

het en waarvandaan
hulle kom, kan ek nie
sé nie. Maar hulle weet.
Enhulle kom. Daarcor is
ons ook dankbaar”
Hester en haar
boerman Johnnie bid vir
opvolg, sodat elke plant
en dier en mens vir ‘n
slag diep kan asemhaal.
“Ons glo,” sé sy.

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION NOTICE
ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT: BERTH 9

MODIFICATION PROJECT IN THE PORT OF
WALVIS BAY. ERONGO REGION

Geo Pollution Techmologies (Pty) [1d was appointed by the
Namiibian Ports Authority (Nemport) to undertake an
environmental —assessment for tha propossd
modification of Berth 9 in the Port of Walvis Bay. The
project will entail reclamation of the water area between
Berth 9 and the contsiner terminal, reconfiguration and
extetision of the existing berth interfuce, and creation of
approximately 4.7 ha of additional backup land with
associated berthing areas. Thig will allow for the berthing of
additional vessels and incressed cargo hendling and starage
capacity within the existing port footprint, without the need
for expanding the port inland. Additionel and location
information i to the project and  proposed
operations can be obtained at:

p: Jtml
The ervi 1} i8 condncted ding to the
Environmental ement Act of 2007 and its regulations
as published in 2012,

Interested and affected parties ars invited to register with the
environmental consultant to be provided with the
opportunity to share comments, issucs or concems related to

the project, for in the EA.
tequests for additional i i and
concems should be submitied to Geo Pollution Technologies
by 05 January 2026.

André Fanl

Geo Pollution Technologics Gg .9.
Tel: +264-81-1491092 Tec ooy &

E-Mail: berth9 @thenanmib.com

— Express

Money when you need it!

ExpressCredit loans are now
open tc pensioners with selected

registered pension funds.

Visit any of our 47 branches countrywide

Call S0 000

Apply online: www.expresscredit.com.na

TOGETUPTO

N$ 30 000
YOU'LL NEED:
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As part of the assessment, we consult with interested and affected parties.

Interested and affected parties are invited to register with the

environmental consultant to be provided with the opportunity to share

comments, issues or concerns related to the project, for consideration in

the EA. All registered parties will further be afforded an opportunity to

revLew :he envlromnemat assessment. Registration, requests for
i fc and and should be submi

0 Geo Pollution Technologies. Please send your written registration or

icomments on or before 05 January 2026 to:

PUBLIC NOTICE:

E-mail: berth9@thenamib.com
ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT: BERTH 9 hould you require any additional information please contact Geo
[Pollution Technologies at 081-1491092.
MODIFICATION PROJECT IN THE PORT OF B
WALVIS BAY incerely,
Pollution Teclmnlogws

In terms of the Environmental Managem—t Act (No. 7 of 2007) and the

Eny Impact A (Government Notice
No. 30 of 2012), notice is hereby given to all potential interested and
affected parties that an app!\catwn will be made with the environmental

for an certificate for the

following:

Project: Berth 9 Modification Project in the Port of Walvis Bay
Proponent: Namibian Ports Authority (Namport)
Environmental Practitioner: Geo Pollution Technologies (Pty) Ltd

Geo Pollution Technologlca (Pty) Lid was appeinted by Namport to
an (EA) for the proposed
modification of Berth 9 in the Port of Walvis Bay. The project will entail
reclamation of the water area between Berth 9 and the existing container
terminal and the reconhgumtmn of the exlstmg berth interface, in order
to create ha of additional port backup land with
associated berthing areas. This will allow for the berthing of additional
vessels and increased cargo handling and storage capacity within the
existing port footprint, without the need for any inland expansion of the
port.
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PUBLIC NOTICE:
ENVIRGHNAVENTAL ASSESSMENT: BERTH 9

MODIFICATION PROJECT IN THE PORT OF
WALVIS BAY

In terms of the Environmental Management Act (No. 7 of 2007) and the
121 I Impact A Regulations (Government Notice
No. 30 of 2012), notice is hereby given to all potential interested and
affected parties that an application will be made with the environmental
commissioner for an environmental clearance certificate for the
following:

Project: Berth 9 Modification Project in the Port of Walvis Bay
Proponent: Namibian Ports Authority (Namport)

Environmental Practitioner: Geo Pollution Technologies (Pty) Ltd

Geo Pollution Technologies (Pty) Ltd was appointed by Namport to
undertake an environmental assessment (EA) for the proposed
modification of Berth 9 in the Port of Walvis Bay. The project will entail
reclamation of the water area between Berth 9 and the existing container
terminal and the reconfiguration of the existing berth interface, in order
10 create approximately 4.7 ha of additional port backup land with
associated berthing areas. This will allow for the berthing of additional
vessels and increased cargo handling and storage capacity within the

existing port footprint, without the need for any inland expansion of the
port.

As part of the assessment, we consult with interested and affected parties.
Interested and affected parties are invited to register with the
environmental consultant to be provided with the opportunity to share
comments, issues or concerns related to the project, for consideration in
the EA. All registered parties will further be afforded an opportunity to
review the i al istrati requests . for
additional information, and comments and concerns should be submitted
to Geo Pollution Technologies. Please send your written registration or
comments on or before 05 January 2026 to:

E-mail: berth9@thenamib.com

Should you require any additional information please contact Geo
Pollution Technologies at 081-1491092.

Thank you in advance.

Sincerely,

‘Geo Pollution Technologies
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