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1. Introduction 

The Environmental Assessment Practitioner (EAP) was appointed by the Otjozondjupa 
Regional Council to undertake the Environmental Assessment (EA) process for the 
proposed Okandjira Settlement Landfill, located in Okandjira Settlement within the 
Omatako Constituency of the Otjozondjupa Region. 

As part of the Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) process, a public consultation 
programme was undertaken to ensure that Interested and Affected Parties (I&APs) were 
informed about the proposed development and provided with an opportunity to raise 
concerns, comments, and recommendations. 

This Issues and Response Report (IRR) record all comments and issues raised during the 
consultation process and demonstrates how these issues have been addressed within the 
Environmental Assessment. 

2. Legal Context 

This Issues and Response Report has been prepared in accordance with the requirements 
of the Environmental Management Act, 2007 (Act No. 7 of 2007) and the Environmental 
Impact Assessment Regulations of 2012. 

The report specifically complies with the provisions of Regulations 21, 22, and 23 of the EIA 
Regulations, which require that public participation be undertaken during environmental 
assessments to ensure transparency and stakeholder involvement. These regulations 
further require that: 

• Stakeholders are given an opportunity to comment on proposed activities. 
• All comments and concerns raised by stakeholders are documented. 
• Responses to these issues are provided by the Environmental Assessment 

Practitioner. 

The preparation of this report therefore forms an important component of the 
environmental assessment process and demonstrates compliance with the legislative 
framework governing environmental management in Namibia. 

3. Purpose of the Report 

The purpose of this Issues and Response Report is to document all concerns, comments, 
and suggestions raised by Interested and Affected Parties during the public consultation 
process undertaken for the proposed Okandjira Settlement Landfill development. 

The report further demonstrates how stakeholder inputs have been considered and 
addressed during the Environmental Impact Assessment process. 

The report promotes transparency, accountability, and inclusive decision-making by 
ensuring that stakeholder views are formally recorded and integrated into the 
Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) and Environmental Management Plan (EMP). 

 



4. Summary of Stakeholder Engagement 

4.1. Public Participation Activities 

A public participation process was undertaken to inform stakeholders about the proposed 

landfill development in Okandjira Settlement and to provide them with an opportunity to 

comment on the project. 

The consultation process included the following activities: 

• Distribution of email notifications to relevant institutions and stakeholders. 
• Publication of newspaper advertisements in national newspapers. 
• Placement of public site notices at strategic locations within Okandjira and 

surrounding areas. 
• Distribution of a Background Information Document (BID). 
• Hosting of a public consultation meeting with community members and 

stakeholders. 

Email notifications were distributed on 07 January 2026 to relevant government institutions, 

local leadership structures, and other stakeholders to formally notify them of the proposed 

development and invite them to submit comments or register as Interested and Affected 

Parties. 

Public notices were placed in national newspapers to reach a wider audience. 

Advertisements were published in the New Era Newspaper on 07 and 14 January 2026 and 

in the Windhoek Observer Newspaper on 07, 08, 14, and 15 January 2026. 

Site notices were also placed at prominent locations within Okandjira Settlement during 

January 2026 to inform community members and encourage participation in the 

consultation process. 

A public consultation meeting was held on 09 February 2026 at the Okandjira MICT Centre, 

where community members and stakeholders were provided with an opportunity to discuss 

the proposed landfill development and raise concerns or questions. 

Table 1 Public Participation Activities 

Activity Date Location / Medium Description 

Email Notification 
(Appendix A) 

07 Jan 
2026 

Email distribution to institutions 
and stakeholders 

Formal notification of the 
proposed project and 
invitation to submit 
comments 

Registration of 
Project at MEFT 
(Appendix B) 

07 Jan 
2026 

MEFT EIA Portal Registration of project on 
the Environmental Impact 
Assessment Portal 

Newspaper 
Advertisements 
(Appendix C) 

07 & 14 
January 
2026 

New Era Newspaper Public notice inviting 
registration of Interested 
and Affected Parties 

Newspaper 
Advertisements 
(Appendix D) 

07, 08, 14 
& 15 Jan 
2026 

Windhoek Observer Newspaper Public notice providing 
project information and 



comment submission 
details 

Site Notices 
(Appendix E) 

Jan 2026 At project Site, Okandjira 
Settlement Office, KJ Kapeua 
Combined School, Ovitoto Police 
Station, Otjozondjupa Regional 
Council Head Office 

Public notices informing 
community members about 
the proposed development 

Public Meeting 
(Appendix F) 

09 Feb 
2026 

Okandjira MICT Centre Public consultation 
meeting with community 
members and stakeholders 

4.2. Registration of Interested and Affected Parties (I&APs) 

Throughout the consultation process, a register of Interested and Affected Parties was 

maintained. This register includes representatives from government institutions, local 

authorities, community members, conservation stakeholders, and private sector 

stakeholders who expressed interest in the project. 

The register serves as an important record of stakeholder participation and ensures that all 

registered parties receive project updates and documentation related to the Environmental 

Impact Assessment process. The full Interested and Affected Parties Register is provided in 

Appendix G of this report. 

5. Methodology for Issue Management 

All issues and comments raised by stakeholders were collected through several 

engagement channels during the consultation process. These included discussions held 

during the public consultation meeting, written submissions received via email, and 

consultations with relevant institutions and authorities. 

Once collected, the issues were carefully reviewed and categorized into thematic areas 

such as environmental, social, institutional, and safety-related concerns. Each issue was 

then assessed to determine its relevance to the proposed landfill development. 

Appropriate responses were subsequently developed for each issue, including 

clarifications where necessary, the identification of mitigation measures, or the 

incorporation of the issue into the Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) and 

Environmental Management Plan (EMP). 

This systematic approach ensured that all stakeholder concerns were properly considered 

and addressed during the environmental assessment process. 



6. Issues and Responses Register 

Table 2 Issues Raised by Stakeholders 

No Name & 
Affiliation 

Date Raised 
Issue / Comment Raised Response 

Status 

1 

 
Mr John Kapepu 
  

8 Jan 2026, 
telephonically   

Are you the contractor who won 
the tender of collecting refuse 
removal at Okandjira? 

No, I am not, we are the consultants that are doing the 
Environmental Impact Assessment study for the proposed 
landfill. Please share your email so we share the 
background information document and register you as 
interested or affected party. 
Email of Bid was sent the same day. 

Closed  

2 
Ms Carolina 
Uanivi, Ministry 
of Gender and 
Equality 

09 Feb 2026,  
During Public 
meeting 

Can local businesspeople 
recycle some of the materials 
instead of disposing of them at 
the landfill? 

That would be a great initiative, as it promotes proper 
waste management practices to reduce, reuse, and 
recycle. Local businesses can also generate income from 
this process. However, the landfill will be administered by 
the Otjozondjupa Regional Council, so any such proposal 
should be submitted directly to them. 

Open 

3 
Mbaseuako 
Tjaveondja, 
Resident 

09 Feb 2026,  
During Public 
meeting 

How can waste be collected and 
reused? Additionally, a concern 
that street children scavenge at 
the landfill and feed on expired 
food. How do we prevent this? 

This is a valid public health concern. Proper monitoring of 
the landfill will be required, including fencing off, and 
maintaining the landfill. The issue will be included in the 
Environmental Management Plan (EMP). 

Open 

4 

Mbaseuako 
Tjaveondja, 
Resident 

09 Feb 2026,  
During Public 
meeting 

Will the land be able to be used 
again after closure of the landfill? 

Yes. If the landfill is properly managed. We are proposing 
for a separate post closure Environmental Management 
and monitoring Plan to guide the rehabilitation of the 
area and restoration of the site. There are examples where 
rehabilitated landfill sites have been converted into parks. 
Once properly rehabilitated, the area can be reused again 
for selected land uses. 

Open  

5 
Mbaseuako 
Tjaveondja, 
Resident 

09 Feb 2026,  
During Public 
meeting 

If I want to have my own landfill as 
an individual, will I need an ECC? 

Yes. The Environmental Management Act and its 2012 
Regulations list activities that may not be undertaken 
without an Environmental Clearance Certificate (ECC). A 
landfill falls under Listed Activity No. 2: Waste 
Management and therefore requires an ECC. If land 

Closed 



clearing is required, forest clearance is also a listed 
activity requiring approval.  
The consultant further read out all the listed activities in 
the regulations. 

6 
Jeffrey Mbaha, 
Ministry of 
Education, KJ 
Kapeua 
Combined 
School 

09 Feb 2026,  
During Public 
meeting There is concern about 

underground water due to the 
type of soil. How will 
groundwater be protected? 

This is a valid concern. The Environmental Management 
Plan will address this issue in detail. The planning and 
design phase, as well as the construction phase, include 
measures such as compaction and installation of a 
composite liner system and leachate management 
system (leachate pond) to prevent groundwater 
contamination.  
The consultant showed the approved designs as planned. 

open 

7 
Jeffrey Mbaha, 
Ministry of 
Education, KJ 
Kapeua 
Combined 
School 

09 Feb 2026,  
During Public 
meeting 

Will the land be returned to the 
community after the landfill 
reaches its lifespan and is 
rehabilitated? 

The general objective is to rehabilitate the area so that 
vegetation and the environment can continue to exist. The 
decommissioning phase requires its own Environmental 
Management Plan to ensure proper rehabilitation of the 
site. The custodian of the land, who is the regional council 
and the Traditional Authority will decide on the land uses 
after. 

Open  

8 
Jeffrey Mbah, 
Ministry of 
Education, KJ 
Kapeua 
Combined 
School 

09 Feb 2026,  
During Public 
meeting Is there a plan to ensure 

monitoring and proper operation 
of the landfill? 

Once the ECC is issued, it comes with specific conditions 
as outlined a legally binding Environmental Management 
Plan that regulates operations and appointment of an 
appointed Environmental Control Officer. The plan 
outlines monitoring responsibilities. Health inspectors 
from the local clinic and community members can report 
any irregularities. 

Closed 

9 Joseph 
Mwanyangapo, 
Otjozondjupa 
Regional 
Council, 
Okandjira 
Settlement 
Office 

09 Feb 2026,  
During Public 
meeting 

Does the landfill have protective 
layers to safeguard underground 
water? 

Yes. The landfill will be compacted and fitted with 
protective layers to prevent both surface and 
groundwater contamination. Pipes will be installed to 
channel leachate into a protected pond where it will 
evaporate. The residue will be disposed of at designated 
hazardous waste disposal facilities. Construction just 
needs to be monitored properly 

Open 



10 

David Zamuee, 
Ministry of 
Agriculture, 
Fisheries, Water 
and Land Reform 

09 Feb 2026,  
During Public 
meeting 

Will water samples be taken 
before and after the landfill 
begins operations? 

For this study, new water sampling will not be conducted. 
Instead, reliance will be placed on existing data, including 
the NamWater Ovitoto Water Supply Scheme 
Environmental Management Plan (September 2020) and 
a 2023 groundwater quality and human health risk 
assessment study conducted in Ovitoto, including 
Okandjira, by Ms. Priskila Mwatukange. I will get the 
research paper and share it with you. However 
considering there is a lot of rivers, we will do a special 
study related to existing literatures. 

Closed  

11 

Ms Carolina 
Uanivi, Ministry 
of Gender and 
Equality 

09 Feb 2026 
submitted via 
a registration 
and comments 
form 

From the recycling part, I would 
like to come up with a cleanup 
campaign for Okandjira 
Settlement, that will help raise 
awareness among the 
community members.  
The date has been set for the 20 
March 2026 
I propose for a recycling plant 
here in Okandjira 

That is indeed a good idea. Solid waste management is a 
major concern, and Namibia Solid Waste Management 
Strategy advocates for such initiatives, and we therefore 
refer you to the proponent who is the Otjozondupa 
Regional Council, through the settlement office. 
Fortunately, they are present at the meeting. 
 
Regarding setting up a recycling plant, I would equally 
advise that you consult the Regional Council directly, as 
they are the custodians of the project operations. 
Fortunately, the landfill layout provided is already 
designed with waste-sorting cells which will support 
recycling initiatives,  
 

Closed  

12 

Ms Tjizouje 
Ngoimue 

09 Feb 2026 
submitted via 
a registration 
and comments 
form 

Is it not possible to burn the 
waste inside the layers of the 
landfill, instead of covering with 
sand 

Burning waste within the layers of a landfill is not a safe 
practice. covering of waste with soil helps to control smell, 
pests, windblown litter etc. 
Burning wastes cause uncontrolled fires, and release of 
harmful gases and smoke, which pose risks to human 
health and the environment, and cause climate change. 

Closed  

 

 



7. Summary of Key Thematic Issues 

7.1. Environmental and Ecological Issues 

The issues raised during the stakeholder consultation include the installation of a 

composite landfill liner and leachate management system, installation of perimeter fencing 

and access control, implementation of waste covering and compaction procedures, 

development of a Closure and Rehabilitation Plan, and consideration of recycling and waste 

recovery initiatives. 

8. Incorporation into the EIA Scoping / EMP 

The issues raised during the stakeholder consultation process have been incorporated into 

the environmental assessment and project planning processes. Wildlife movement 

considerations have been integrated into the project design to minimize potential impacts 

on ecological corridors. Measures to protect groundwater resources have also been 

included through the design of drainage systems and landfill containment structures. 

Waste management procedures have been developed to ensure proper containment and 

disposal of waste, thereby reducing environmental and public health risks. In addition, 

plans have been prepared for the rehabilitation of the existing dumpsite, and vegetation 

management measures have been included to ensure compliance with forestry regulations 

and minimize the removal of protected tree species. 

9. Outstanding Issues 

Certain issues raised during the consultation process require ongoing monitoring and 

management during project implementation including: 

• Protection of groundwater resources 

• Monitoring of landfill operations 

• Prevention of scavenging and unauthorised access 

• Development of recycling opportunities 

These issues will be addressed through implementation of the Environmental Management 

Plan and ongoing environmental monitoring.  

10. Conclusion 

The public consultation process undertaken for the proposed Okandjira Settlement Landfill 

has provided stakeholders with an opportunity to participate in the Environmental 

Assessment process and raise concerns regarding the proposed development. All 

comments and concerns raised by stakeholders have been recorded and considered in the 

Environmental Impact Assessment and Environmental Management Plan. The consultation 

process has therefore complied with the requirements of the Environmental Management 

Act (2007) and the EIA Regulations (2012). 



11. Declaration by Environmental Assessment Practitioner 

I hereby declare that this Issues and Response Report is a true and accurate representation 

of the issues raised and responses provided during the public consultation process. 

     

Nikolas Ndeikonghola 
Environmental Assessment Practitioner 
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APPENDIX I: REGISTER OF INTERESTED AND AFFECTED PARTIES (I&APS) 

No Institution / Organization Name Role / Title Contact Email / Address 

1 Otjozondjupa Regional Council –  I. Harases Affected 0813019054 iharases@otjozondjuparc.gov.na 

2 Otjozondjupa Regional Council- 
Okandjira 

Joseph Mwanyangapo Control Officer 0812378833 jmwanyangapo@otjozondjupa.gov.na; 
josefmwanyangapo@gmail.com 

3 Otjozondjupa Regional Council Sakaria Shidhika Official 067303702 sshidhika@otjozondjuparc.gov.na 

4 Otjozondjupa Regional Council  Tangeni O.T Veshiyefe Official 0812142814 tveshajefe@otjozondjuparc.gov.na  

5 Namibian Environment and Wildlife 
Society 

Simeon Namweya EIA Tracking 0813549340 info@eia-tracker.org.na  

6 Ministry of Gender and Child Welfare Carolina Uanivi — 0813873856 mberiruagrace@gmail.com  

7 Ministry of Education Jeffrey R. Mbaha Teacher 0813876701 mbahajeffrey@gmail.com  

8 MAFWLR Dawid Zamuee — 0812962170 zamueetd@yahoo.com  

9 MOHSS Densie Kavita Nurse 084967806 mbasanekekavita@gmail.com  

10 DWSCC Tomas Angalo — 0813285217 — 

11 DAPEES Tjizouje Tueutjiua — 0813890405 — 

12 MICT Gervin Tueutjiua Volunteer 0813879720 — 

13 Otjozondjupa Regional Council – 
Okandjira 

Hilaria Wapota — 0814310990 mbidama@gmail.com  

14 Ovaherero Traditional Authority T. Katuemutima Councillor 0816303909 tkatuemutma@gmail.com  

15 NAMPOWER — — — Calvin.Sisamu@nampower.com.na  

16 Road Authority Elina Hamatwi Lumbu — 0612847427 lumbue@ra.org.na  

17 NAMWATER — — — SpallP@namwater.com.na  

18 MAWLR — — — ED@mawlr.gov.na  

19 MAWLR / MAWF — — — ED@mawf.gov.na  

20 MURD — — — rruben@murd.gov.na  

21 CENORED — — 067314100 info@cenored.com.na  

22 Ministry of Land Reform — — 067302777 — 

23 KJ Kapeua Combined School — — 0815541154 kjkapeua@gmail.com  

24 Beautiful Kids Ovitoto — — 0817148361 office@beautifulkidz.org  

25 John Kapepu Interested Party Interested Party 0816198173 johnkapepu@gmail.com  

26 Ovitoto Conservancy Ueriuka Ndisiro Chairperson 0816401530 ovitotoconservancy@gmail.com  

27 Ovitoto Conservancy Eben Kauapirura Secretary 0812244721 utaaratjar@gmail.com  

28 Ovitoto Clinic — — 0814967806 — 

29 Ovitoto Botle Store — — 0816549934 — 

mailto:iharases@otjozondjuparc.gov.na
mailto:jmwanyangapo@otjozondjupa.gov.na
mailto:josefmwanyangapo@gmail.com
mailto:sshidhika@otjozondjuparc.gov.na
mailto:tveshajefe@otjozondjuparc.gov.na
mailto:info@eia-tracker.org.na
mailto:mberiruagrace@gmail.com
mailto:mbahajeffrey@gmail.com
mailto:zamueetd@yahoo.com
mailto:mbasanekekavita@gmail.com
mailto:mbidama@gmail.com
mailto:tkatuemutma@gmail.com
mailto:Calvin.Sisamu@nampower.com.na
mailto:lumbue@ra.org.na
mailto:SpallP@namwater.com.na
mailto:ED@mawlr.gov.na
mailto:ED@mawf.gov.na
mailto:rruben@murd.gov.na
mailto:info@cenored.com.na
mailto:kjkapeua@gmail.com
mailto:office@beautifulkidz.org
mailto:johnkapepu@gmail.com
mailto:ovitotoconservancy@gmail.com
mailto:utaaratjar@gmail.com


30 Ovitoto ADC Tjizouje Ngaimue Member 0813890405 — 

31 Ovitoto Police Station — Interested Party 0813473917 — 

32  Nelson Kazehepa Interested Party 0813309399 — 

33  Gerson Kasinee Interested Party 0812448349 grksinee@gmail.com  

34  Aron Kapepu Interested Party 0816305433 kapepuaron@gmail.com  

35  Diana-Rose Katjariua Interested Party 0812667126 katjariuad@gmail.com  

36  Raandjuavi Tjimuine Interested Party 0814370709 — 

37  Tomas Pulsse Interested Party 0813285217 — 

38  Sarah Fortain Interested Party 0817148361 fortainge@gmail.com  

39  Eliakim Nororo Interested Party 0812304220 — 

40 
 

 John Kapepu Interested Party — johnkapepu@gmail.com  

41 — Mbaseuako Tjaveondja Interested Party 0814051924 mbaseuako@gmail.com  
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