
   

 

  

 13 February 2025 

 

PUBLIC CONSULTATION MEETING MINUTES: 

PROJECT: ENVIRONMENTAL SCOPING ASSESSMENT (ESA) FOR THE PROPOSED 

MINERAL EXPLORATION ACTIVITIES ON EXCLUSIVE PROSPECTING LICENSE (EPL) NO. 

8021 LOCATED SOUTHEAST OF OMARURU, ERONGO REGION, NAMIBIA 

Date: 15 October 2025 

Time: 10:00 – 11:16 

Venue: Farm to farm  

 

Eight  (8) people, including three environmental consultants and one archaeologist from Excel 

Dynamic Solutions (Pty) Ltd (EDS), attended the public consultation meeting; - Please refer to 

the attached attendance register. 

1. INTRODUCTION AND WELCOMING REMARKS 

The meeting was conducted by Mr. Mandume Leonard (an Environmental Consultant). Mr. 

Leonard opened the meeting by introducing the EDS team and then stating the purpose of the 

consultation meeting with the parties affected by the proposed mineral exploration activities on 

EPL No. 8021 The meeting attendance register was circulated for the attendees to sign and add 

their contact details, so that they could be added to the list of interested and affected parties 

(I&APs) and receive further information on the ESA process.  

 

2. MEETING AGENDA AND PRESENTATION 

The agenda of the meeting included the following main points: 

2.1 Brief Description of the Project 

Mr Leonard explained the EIA process to the attendees, and the reason for their invitation to the 

meeting (with reference to the Environmental Management Act (EMA) No. 7 of 2007 and its 2012 
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Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) Regulations on Public Consultation). Mr. Leonard further 

explained the importance of the proposed project of requiring an ECC and attendee’s role in the 

EIA process.  

2.3 Presentation of Potential Project Impacts 

To ensure transparency towards the public and understanding of proposed works by the 

attendees, the Environmental Consultant presented the pre-identified potential positive & 

negative environmental and social impacts.  

2.4 Public Open Discussion (Interactive Session) 

Mr. Leonard provided the meeting attendees with the opportunity to raise their concerns/issues 

and/ or comment on the proposed project activities. The issues and comments recorded are 

presented in Table 1 below.
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Table 1: Comments and issues raised during the public consultation meeting, 13 February 2025 

Comment/ 

issue No.  

Commenter issue / comment / question Response and name of responder: 

1.  What kind of commodities is the proponent 

interested in?  

Mr. Mandume Leonard (ML):  

The proponent applied for rights to explore Base and  Rare metals as 

well as Precious Metals.  

2.  How did the client apply for an EPL in our area? ML.: There are national geological data of Namibia that are available 

at the Ministry of Mines and Energy (MME) that’s gives one an 

overview of which commodities is/ are found in which area/ region . Any 

individual can apply for mining rights at MME depending on the 

commodities that the proponent is interested and having all the 

required document that need to be submitted for the application.  

 

 

3.  There are protected animals in farm Erindi ,  ML ;Well Noted  

4.  There must be a agreement before the 

proponent commence with prospecting  

ML : Well noted , 
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FINAL REMARKS AND CONCLUSION OF THE MEETING 

Mr. Leonard thanked the attendees for their input through comments and by raising their 

concerns. He indicated to the attendees that all their comments, concerns and inputs had been 

noted down for consideration, and for addressing in the Environmental Scoping Assessment 

(ESA) Report, as well as incorporating their recommendations into the draft EMP.  

Furthermore, Mr. Leonard informed the attendees that the draft meeting minutes, Environmental 

Assessment Report (EAR) and Environmental Management Plan (EMP) will be shared with them 

for their review and further comments. These documents will be made available through emails 

provided on the attendance register. 

Once the review of the reporting is completed, the documents will be finalized and submitted to 

the Environmental Commissioner at the Department of Environmental Affairs and Forestry 

(DEAF) for evaluation and consideration for an ECC. 

 

The meeting occurred throughout the day , 
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Abbreviations Used in This Document 

• WOF – Wilhelmstal-Okasise Farmers Association 

• EDS – Excel Dynamic Solutions (Pty) Ltd 

• Proponent – Damaran Exploration Namibia (Pty) Ltd 

• BID – Background Information Document 

 

1. Inaccurate Farm Listings in the BID 

The WOF notes with concern that several farm names listed in the BID for EPL 8021 are incorrect 

or incomplete. We request that EDS urgently provide a comprehensive and verified list of all 

farms affected by this EPL, along with: 

• Full names of farm owners 

• Accurate contact information (email, phone number, and postal address) 

This information must be provided in writing before Friday 17 October 2025. 

 

2. Communication Channels and Transparency 

All communication regarding EPL 8021 must adhere to the following conditions: 

• A formal contact person must be designated by both the proponent and EDS, with full 

contact details provided in writing by Friday 17 October 2025. 

• All official correspondence must be issued in writing, directed individually to each farm 

owner or their legally authorised representative. 

• The WOF, specifically Mr. John Gerber and Mr. Michael Zimny, must be copied on all 

official communications. 

Contact Details: 

Michael Zimny    John Gerber  

Cell: +264 81 262 3339   Cell: +264 81 129 9559 

Email: michizimny@gmail.com  Email: johngerber35@gmail.com 
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3. Financial Compensation for Site Access 

a) Non-Refundable Deposit 

Prior to any site visit, the proponent must pay a non-refundable deposit of N$100,000 (One 

Hundred Thousand Namibia Dollar) per farm owner, into an account designated in writing by 

each respective landowner. This amount serves as compensation for the time and operational 

disruption suffered by the landowner during such visits, particularly as these visits interfere with 

normal farm duties and responsibilities. 

Please note that the meeting and site visit being conducted by the consultant (EDS) form part of the 

environmental assessment process. The purpose is to provide an opportunity for stakeholders to 

raise their comments or concerns regarding the proposed project. 

Typically, the meeting lasts approximately 40 minutes, followed by about one hour to survey the 

farm. However, this duration may vary depending on the presence of archaeological sites or features 

within the area. 

It is important to clarify that the payment of N$100,000 by the proponent is not practical, as the 

primary aim of the assessment is to identify any significant infrastructure or features that may be 

affected by the proposed prospecting or exploration activities, once the Environmental Clearance 

Certificate (ECC) is granted. 

 

b) Refundable Deposit 

In addition, a refundable deposit of N$1,000,000 (One Million Namibia Dollar) per farm/farm 

owner must be paid upfront. This deposit is a safeguard, enabling the landowner to rehabilitate the 

land at their own discretion should the proponent fail to do so. This refundable deposit shall be: 

• held and managed by the landowner 

• refunded (in full or in part) only 12 (Twelve) months after the proponent has completely 

vacated the premises 

• released solely at the landowner’s discretion based on compliance with rehabilitation 

obligations 

 

This can be in the land access agreement, once the ECC  is granted  

 

4. Insurance Requirement 

Before any access or operations commence, the proponent must submit proof of comprehensive 

insurance to cover potential damage, including fire or accidental destruction, based on the size and 
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value of each affected farm. The policy value shall be reviewed and approved by the individual 

farm owner. 

During the site assessment, no fire-related activities will be conducted. The team may be accompanied 

by a representative from the farm throughout the visit. All precautionary measures will be strictly 

observed, and the team will comply with all existing farm rules and regulations to ensure safety and 

respect for the property. This can only be applicable during exploration activities. 

 

5. Water Usage and Assumptions 

The BID contains flawed assumptions regarding water usage. According to SANS (South African 

National Standards), an individual requires up to 200 (Two Hundred) litres of potable water 

per day. Therefore, a team of 10 (Ten) workers will require approximately 60 (Sixty) m³ of potable 

water per month. 

Given the water scarcity and high extraction costs in our region: 

• The proponent must drill their own borehole, on a site approved by the farm owner. 

• All infrastructure and costs related to drilling, pumping, and maintaining the borehole must 

be borne by the proponent. 

• Market-related reimbursement must be made to the landowner for each cubic meter of 

water used. 

• Once operations cease, the borehole must remain in working condition for the benefit of the 

landowner. 

This is well noted,  This condition will be incorporated into the Land Access Agreement after the 

ECC is granted. 

 

6. Fire Mitigation Plan 

The WOF acknowledges the inclusion of a Fire Mitigation Plan and insists that all its provisions be 

implemented as a pre-condition to access. The Plan must specifically include: 

• Buffer zones: At least 100 (One Hundred) meters of cleared land around 

mining/accommodation sites 

• Fire-fighting equipment: A minimum of 2 (Two) pressure fire units (each 1,000 (One 

Thousand) litres capacity) and 1 (One) water reservoir (minimum 100,000 (One Hundred 

Thousand) litres per site 

• Personnel training: Fire wardens must be appointed and trained 

• Communication systems: Emergency reporting mechanisms must be in place 

The fire plan must be reviewed and approved by WOF, with implementation monitored by the 

relevant authorities. 
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This is well noted , This condition will be incorporated into the Land Access Agreement after the 

ECC is granted. 

 

7. Safety, Security, and Geotechnical Measures 

Access & Perimeter Control 

• Access must be restricted to authorised personnel only, using secure gated points and ID 

systems. 

• All site visits must be requested in writing at least 7 (Seven) days in advance, with the 

following details: 

o Number of persons 

o Names and identification of all attendees 

o Presence of a senior staff member from both the proponent and EDS is mandatory 

Worker and Environmental Safety 

• No blasting is permitted under any circumstances due to its interference with hunting and 

tourism operations on affected farms. 

• Dust and noise levels must be minimised at all times to prevent disruption to livestock, 

guests, and ongoing trophy hunting ventures. 

This is well noted , This condition will be incorporated into the Land Access Agreement after the 

ECC is granted. 

 

 

 

8. Loss of Income Compensation 

In the event that the proponent’s operations result in a provable loss of income, the farm owner 

must be fully compensated based on current market rates for the affected enterprise (e.g., game 

farming, tourism, livestock, etc.). 

This is well noted , This condition will be incorporated into the Land Access Agreement after the 

ECC is granted.

 

9. Certified Farms Compliance 
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Farms certified by organisations such as the Forest Stewardship Council (FSC) or other regulatory 

bodies must retain their certification integrity. The proponent must comply with all certification 

requirements of the respective farm they operate on. 

This condition will be incorporated into the Land Access Agreement after the ECC is granted. 

 

10. Disclosure of Proponent Details 

Before any further engagements, the WOF requires a detailed company profile of the proponent, 

including: 

• Full company history 

• Shareholding structure 

• List of similar past projects and associated outcomes 

• Audited financial statements for past 3 years 

Not sure if Damarad will be able to disclose their financial statements 

 

Closing Remarks 

These conditions are non-negotiable and are made to safeguard the livelihoods, property, and 

long-term interests of our members. They are based on past experience, regional environmental 

limitations, and legal precedents. 

 

 

 


