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Date: 16 April 2026 

The Office of the Environmental Commissioner      

Department of Environmental Affairs and Forestry 

Ministry of Environment, Forestry and Tourism 

Private Bag 13306 Windhoek, Namibia 

 

Attention: Mr. T. Mufeti  

Dear Sir 

Re: Response regarding the Consent from the Directorate of Wildlife & National Parks on the 

EIA Scoping Report and Environmental Management Plan (EMP) for the proposed salt 

production within ten (10) Mining Claims (MCs) No. MC75982, 75983, 75984, 75985, 75986, 75987, 

75988, 75989, 75990 & 75991 (MC75982-75991) located south of Cape Cross in the Erongo 

Region, Namibia – Application for ECC (ECC Application No. APP-006781) 

As appointed by Telfs Investments (Pty) Ltd (the Proponent) to conduct the EIA Study process and 

apply for an ECC on their behalf, Serja Hydrogeo-Environmental Consultants cc (Serja HGE 

Consultants) commenced the EIA process on the 05th of November 2025 with formal written notices to 

key stakeholders, including the project site/land custodian (Directorate of Wildlife & National Parks) on 

the 9th of December 2025 (Annexure 1). The submitted written notice (letter) to the DWNP was 

accompanied by the project Background Information Document (BID). Following the initial 

communication on the 9th of December 2025, the draft EIA Scoping (with the EMP and associated 

appendices)) was submitted to the DWNP for review and consideration of the consent letter (see 

Annexure 2). A response to the consent request (Annexure 3) was provided to Serja HGE Consultants 

and collected on the 9th of March 2026. However, the DWNP cannot issue consent to the proposed salt 

production on the 10 mining claims (MC-75982-75991), due to the special value zone of the Cape Cross 

Nature Reserve as fully detailed in Annexure 3. We acknowledge the concern from the DWNP; 

however, based on our site observations, the lichens are not on the salt pans (also as per section 

5.1.2.1: floral habitats, page 28 and Figure 5-5, page 29 of the Scoping Report). Similarly, Damara 

Terns (Sterna balaenarum) seem to breed mainly on gravel plains near the seal colony. Therefore, the 

proposed salt mining activities on the salt pan will not have a significant impact on these two 

components. It should also be noted that the only activities that will be conducted on the mining claims 

are limited to salt excavation and not processing (section 2.3, page 6 of the Scoping Report).  
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Furthermore, the archaeological and cultural heritage impact has been assessed by an experienced 

Archaeologist and the two Archaeological and Heritage Impact Assessment (AHIA) Reports (Appendix 

I of the Scoping Report). The archaeological and heritage sensitivity of the site was also assessed as 

of low significance in the AHIA Reports as referenced under section 5.4.2.2 of the EIA Scoping Report 

(page 45). The two AHIA Reports have been submitted to the National Heritage Council (NHC) of 

Namibia for evaluation and decision-making on the Heritage Consent (decision pending with the NHC 

once the evaluation of the reports is completed). 

It is therefore against this background that we request a reconsideration during evaluation for the ECC 

to be granted under these conditions to: 

• Limited and specific activities that are deemed acceptable considering the low intensity and low 

frequency of work on the project mining claims’ sites (refer to Scoping Report section 2.4 on 

page 9), and or 

• Restrict salt excavation works to areas in the mining claims that leave a larger buffer area 

between the beach and the crystallisers. This has also been indicated and considered in the 

Scoping Report under Chapter 2 (page 6 after the map in Figure 2-1), which states that ‘’the 

natural brine ponds nearer the sea will not be affected because the Proponent will leave a buffer 

area between the crystallisers and the natural brine ponds. 

 

Should you or your office require further information, please do not hesitate to contact us. 

 

Yours sincerely, 

 

………………………. 

Ms. Fredrika Shagama: Principal Environmental Assessment Practitioner & Hydrogeologist 

Serja Hydrogeo-Environmental Consultants CC 

Mobile No.: +264 (0) 81 407 5536 / 81 749 9223 

Email: fredrika@serjaconsultants.com  

mailto:fredrika@serjaconsultants.com


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Annexure 1: EIA notification letter (with 

the project BID) to the Directorate of 

Wildlife and National Parks (DWNP) on 

the 9th of December 2025 

 







 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Annexure 2: Submission of the EIA 

Scoping (with the EMP and 

associated appendices) to the 

Directorate of Wildlife and National 

Parks (DWNP) for a Consent Letter 

Request on the 9th of March 2026 







 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Annexure 3: Directorate of Wildlife and 

National Parks (DWNP) response to the 

consent request (collected on the 9th of 

March 2026 by Serja HGE Consultants) 






