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17 December 2025 

MINISTRY OF ENVIRONMENT, FORESTRY AND TOURISM 
PHILLIP TROSKIE BUILDING 
HEAD OFFICE, WINDHOEK 
PRIVATE BAG, 13306, WINDHOEK, NAMIBIA 
 
TEL: +264 61 284 2111 
 
BY HAND AND BY EMAIL 
 
FOR ATTENTION: THE ENVIRONMENTAL COMMISSIONER – MR. TIMOTEUS MUFETI 
 
Your ref: APP-006717 
Our ref: 2025/269/K 
 
 

To whom it may concern 
 
RE: URGENT ENQUIRY; DESERT STORAGE CC – APPLICATION FOR THE RENEWAL OF 

ENVIRONMENTAL CLEARANCE CERTIFICATE – APP-006717 
 

1. The above-mentioned subject matter, refers. 
 

2. Please note that we act herein on behalf of our client, Desert Storage CC.  
 

3. For ease of reference, we will be discussing two (2) pertinent issues herein, under 
separate headings. 
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PORTAL ERROR 
 

4. This application is an application for the renewal of the existing Environmental Clearance 
Certificate currently held by Desert Storage CC, which was issued by the Ministry of 
Environment, Forestry, and Tourism on 15 September 2022.  

 
5. When we applied for the renewal of the Environmental Clearance Certificate on behalf 

of our client, Desert Storage CC, on the MEFT Portal, our office clearly stated that this 
is an application for the renewal of an existing Environmental Clearance Certificate. It 
must also be borne in mind that the MEFT Portal does not provide an express option to 
indicate whether an application is either new or whether the application pertains to the 
renewal of an existing Environmental Clearance Certificate. 

 
6. Despite this, our office clearly delineated that this application was for the renewal of an 

existing Environmental Clearance Certificate. 
 

7. After the preliminary documentation, which was submitted and uploaded on the MEFT 
Portal, a notice was sent by MEFT to our office listing the documentation which must be 
submitted in support of the application. This notice is commonly referred to as the 
Screening Notice. 

 
8. Based on the documents requested in terms of the Screening Notice it is clear that MEFT 

and the MEFT Portal deem this application as a new application, rather than viewing it 
for what it is, the renewal of the existing Environmental Clearance Certificate held by 
Desert Storage CC. Documents such as newspaper advertisements, correspondence 
with Interested and Affected Parties, and the Environmental Impact Assessment Scoping 
Report, were amongst the documents requested. However, all of these documents were 
submitted during the submission of the original application for the renewal of the 
Environmental Clearance Certificate, and bears no reference in respect of the current 
application, being the renewal of the existing Environmental Clearance Certificate held 
by our client, Desert Storage CC.  

 
9. Therefore, we kindly request that this misconception and error be rectified immediately. 

 
URGENT ATTENDANCE TO APPLICATION 
 

10. Please note that we herewith kindly request that this application receives your urgent 
and immediate attention. 

 
11. Our client has to unload a vessel, and the vessel cannot be unloaded unless our client 

is in possession of an Environmental Clearance Certificate. 
 

12. Should our client be unable to unload the vessel, major cost implications will be incurred. 
As such, we request that you please give this matter your utmost urgent attention and 
consideration, and that this matter be taken seriously by all of the employees involved. 

 
13. Kindly acknowledge receipt hereof. 

 
14. We urgently await to hear from you in this regard. 

 
 

Yours faithfully, 
 
 
  
__________________________    
J. CORNELISSEN (Technical Signatory) 
REGISTERED OCCUPATIONAL HYGIENIST 
(ROH SAIOH; HPCNA-EHP; EAP; B. Tech Env Health)     



 



 



 


