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5.1. STAKEHOLDER ENGAGEMENT SUMMARY 

During the advertised comment period, only one written submission was received via email. Apart 

from this, no further written comments were submitted. The majority of stakeholder input was 

collected during the public consultation meeting. 

Summary of written submission: 

Private Researcher Submission – A researcher undertaking a freshwater fish study in the Ondoto 

River springs reported the presence of Kneria maydelii and a potentially undescribed fish species. 

Concerns were raised about the impact of water abstraction on these rare and possibly endemic 

species. The researcher strongly recommended that an EIA specifically assesses the risks of water 

abstraction on the spring ecosystems and their biodiversity. 

Key outcomes of the public consultation meeting: 

• Stakeholders stated that the meeting was announced on short notice, limiting attendance 

and representation. 

• A request was made for a follow-up meeting at Ondoto village for broader community 

participation. 

• Concerns were raised regarding unresolved impacts from GECKO’s past mining 

operations, including environmental degradation and lack of proper consultation. 

• The consultant clarified that the current EIA relates only to the new mining claims by Morné 

du Toit, Timo Smit, and Nina Smit, separate from GECKO’s past operations. 

• Community members agreed to prepare a written submission of grievances and nominate 

two contact people for ongoing communication. However, no submission was received 

at the time of drafting this report. It is recommended that, once received, the comments 

be submitted to the Department of Environmental Affairs (DEA) as addendum to the initial 

submission. 

While written inputs were limited, the PPP process provided valuable insights through both 

email submissions and in-person consultation. All inputs will be incorporated into the Scoping 

Report and Environmental Management Plan (EMP). 

 

 


