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® AUTHORITIES TAKE URGENT STEPS TO PROTECT POPULATION

More than 250 community members to

. " seek early treatment fol-

rases of malaria lowing an outbreak of ma-
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Accordin to

reported in Nghipangelwf 256 cases

the Oshikoto of malaria were reported

Region between between January and 18
February this year.

January and18 “The regional crisis re-

February this sponse team and the dis-

trict response team have
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PUBLIC PARTICIPATION NOTICE
ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ASSESSMENTS

FOR AGRICULTURE AND ENVIRONMENTAL

RELEASE OF GENETICALLY MODIFIED MAIZE
AND COTTON FOR CULTIVATION

Geo Pollution Technologies (Pty) Ltd (GPT) was appointed by
the Proponents: A Coetzee, F Blume, H van Eeden, HB Eggert,
IN Malan, JW Brandt, KI Giinzel, NJ Jacobsz, RH van Eeden, RP
Menne and WF Lubbe, to undertake environmental assessments
for agricultural activities and the environmental release of
genetically modified (GM) maize and cotton for cultivation on
their respective farms in the Otjozondjupa and Oshikoto Regions,
as indicated in the below map. Additional information about
the respective Proponents’ farms and farming activities can be
obtained from GPT or viewed at: http://www.thenamib.com/
projects/projects.html

The environmental assessments will be conducted according to

ticidal mosquito nets.
“We have also intro-
duced new methods
to contain the increas-
ing malaria cases in the
region by combatting
breeding sites with lar-
vae and spraying houses
that have reported cases,”
Nghipangelwa said.

On the ground
He said health authori-
ties are testing and treat-
ing cases both at health
facilities and within the
community, conducted by
community health work-
ers.
“These cases are spo-
radic. The entire region
is affected, but the most-
affected constituency is
Okankolo.
Nghipangelwa said
Onandjokwe District
Hospital has recorded the
highest number of cases
with 92, and most of these
cases originated from the
Okankolo constituency.
Tsumeb Hospital has
recorded 84 cases and
Omuthiya District Hospi-
tal recorded 80 cases from
January to 18 February.
“Everyone is at risk of
contracting malaria, so
no oneis safe,” he warned.
He urged residents
of the region to protect
themselves from mosqui-
tobites both outdoors and
in their homes.

Oshikoto battles steep rise in malaria cases
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AT RISK: Health authorities are taking steps to counter rising malaria cases in the Oshikoto Region. PHOTO: FILE

In late January, Namibia
Media Holdings report-
ed that the Ohangwena
Region had recorded a
total of 392 cases of ma-
laria.

Of these, 154 cases
were documented local-
ly in Ohangwena, while
238 cases originated else-
where.

George Jeremiah, the

director, said at the time
that there has been a
shortage of testing ma-
terials over the past two
months, and they now
rely exclusively on micro-
scopic tests conducted in
laboratories in the region.

“Looking at the statis-
tics for 2023, malaria cas-
es have slightly increased.
The local cases are very

that the vector is within
Namibia and not outside,”
he said in January.

In their efforts to con-
tain the further spread
of malaria, the region
deployed a team of 241
sprayers to the three dis-
tricts last year.

Justine Haikali, the
senior environmental
and health practitioner

ordinator of the malaria
spraying programme, said
the teams had covered
35% of at-risk villages.

She added that only af
few households still re]
fused to have their hous]
es sprayed - unlike in the
past when many resisted)

Health authorities alsq
reported that in 2023
four people in the region

Ohangwena outbreak acting

regional health dangerous, indicating

in Ohangwena and co-

died from malaria.

//Karas governor optimistic about regional development

ELIZABETH KHEIBES
WINDHOEK

//Karas regional governor
Aletha Frederick says Na-
mibia’s oil and gas discoveries

the Environmental Management Act of 2007 and its regul
published in 2012, Depending on the respective Proponents'
individual farming activities, aspects related to cultivation of GM
‘maize and cotton, water abstraction, fuel storage and hospitality
and tourism facilities, will be included.

All interested and affected parties are invited to register with

P precedented oppor-
tunities for the region’s eco-
nomic growth and prosperity.
“The potential for massive
new green hydrogen develop-
ment further solidifies our re-
gion's pokiti s

’s i energy fu-

GPT. By registering you are provided with the ity to
share any comments, issues or concerns related to the projects,
for consideration in the Additional

information can be requested from GPT: Tel: +264-61-257411; Fax:
+264-88626368; E-Mail: gmo(@ thenamib.com

Dr. André Faul

Geo Pollution Technologies

Tel: +264-61-257411; Ge O
Fax: +264-88626368; meftusion
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ture,” she said during a recent re-
gional consultative meeting for
the National Development Plan
6 (NDP6).

The governor said she envi-
sions the region becoming not
only “a hub of economic activity
but also a beacon of sustainable
development in Namibia. With
the right support and financing

- e

POTENTIAL: //Karas regional governor, Aletha Frederick. PHOTO: FILE

from the national government
we have the power to eradicate]
poverty, hunger and unemploy-
ment in our region.”

In addition, Frederick high-|
lighted the importance of local
community participation in the
vast opportunities presented by|
regional development.

“As we embark on this journey|
of envisioning the future of ou
region, it is imperative that we
recognise the immense poten-|
tial that lies within //Karas - a
region blessed with abundant]
mineral and natural resources|
a thriving fishing industry, sig|
nificant mining activities and
an expanding tourism sector,]
she said.

Frederick also called for thel
full development of the region’
agricultural sector, which is cur
rently “underutilised”.
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RISTIEN KRUGER
WINDHOEK

[Che trial of the former police of-
ficer Ricardo Nestor, who was ini-
tially charged with fraud amount-
ng to more than N$10 million,
continued in court this week.

However, Nestor is now only fac-
ng three charges of fraud related to
N$720 000 after the court acquit-
ed him of six charges.

He has already taken the stand
pnd testified in his own defence.
[Che case has been postponed to 19
@pril for final submissions before
ponviction.

Nestor further filed an applica-
Hon under Section 174 of the Crimi-
nal Procedure Act, arguing that the
State had not presented enough
pvidence for the court to find him
guilty.

Direct evidence lacking
fudge Philanda Christiaan acquit-
ed Nestor of six out of the nine
charges he faced in November. She
found that they had not succeeded
n proving a case beyond a reason-
able doubt against Nestor.

Christiaan further stated that
he State’s case is primarily based
pn circumstantial evidence, with
no direct evidence linking Nestor
o the crimes committed.

“There are no facts presented
hat prove that the accused had
pecess to the computers, the login
redentials or the internet banking
profiles of any of the complainants,”

POLICE OFFICER'S FRAUD CASE CONTINUES

4

STILL IN COURT: Fraud accused Ricardo Nestor and his legal rep

Albert Titus. PHOTO: FILE

Christiaan said in her judgment.

She further said there is no evi-
dence that Nestor received or drew
on the funds transferred from these
accounts.

The charges on which he was ac-
quitted relate to allegations that
Nestor defrauded Namibia Mar-
ble and Granite near Karibib and/
or Carmen Bianca Wittreich of an
amount of N$10 million. Addition-
ally, there is a further charge that
he defrauded, among others, Spot-
On Discount Liquor and Meransha
Properties.

Additional charges

The charges that Nestor still faces
pertain to Tayo Namibia. It is al-
leged that Nestor falsely represented
to Tayo Namibia that the bank ac-
count of Walcon Construction had
been changed from Bank Windhoek
to Standard Bank and that Tayo

City acts swiftly
against illegal
paper dump

ELIZABETH KHEIBES
WINDHOEK

On Monday, a pedestrian in
Windhoek’s Agste Laan wit-
nessed unidentified individuals
dumping thousands of docu-
ments from the education minis-
try at an unauthorised location.
The dc included old ques-

HELLO to
SIMPLICITY!

enjoy
=

Namibia should pay an amount of
N$720 000 into the Standard Bank
account for work that was purport-
edly done by Walcon Construction.
Nestor is currently in custody at
Windhoek Central Prison.

kristien anmh-hub.com.na

tion papers and curriculum vitae.
The ministry’s executive direc-
tor, Sanet Steenkamp, confirmed
that the photos and videos sent to
her by Namibian Sun displayed
several personal and public
documents from the ministry
being discarded unlawfully.
“These are indeed from the
ministry, from the examina-
tion directorate. I have since
given clear instructions that
they need to retrieve these
documents and correctly dis-

lessly” got rid of the documents at
arandom place.

“I approached the private vehi-

cle and tried to question the men
about the dumping, but that led to
aggressive responses instead,” the
bystander said.

“I started taking photos and videos
that I planned to share to get help
clearing up the area,” the source,
only known as Ruben, explained.

City acts promptly

City of Windhoek officials, who
were given access to the photos
and video, later tracked down the
driver from a licence plate that was
shown in the images and resolved
the matter.

“We managed to locate the ille-
gally dumped waste alongside Sam
Nujoma Road on the way to Daan
Viljoen. Due to the nature of the
waste, which is paper that can eas-
ily blow away, our team cleaned
up,” the City said.

“We also managed to locate the
culprit through the vehicle reg-
istration number and he will be
fined an amount of N$1 608 for
illegal dumping. This will be billed
on his municipal account,” city

pose of them,” S ) said.

kesf Lydia A

“Some things are usually kept for
archival purposes, and in this case,
I believe that someone did not do
what was expected of them. We
apologise for this,” she added.

Aggressive

According to the witness to the
unlawful document dump, the cul-
prits passed a designated dumpsite
in the Kupferberg area and “care-

said.
Amutenya highlighted continuous
efforts by the municipality to keep
the streets of Windhoek clean and
said they cannot tolerate illegal
dumping of waste.

“Waste must be disposed of prop-
erly at our respective landfill. We
also have waste recycling initiatives|
where this type of waste can be re-
cycled,” she said.
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ed in the 2020-21 financial year, but due
to Covid-19, it was rescheduled to take
place between September 2023 and Jan-
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Geo Pollution Technologies (Pty) Ltd (GPT) was appointed by
the Proponents: A Coetzee, F Blume, H van Eeden, HB Eggert,
IN Malan, JW Brandt, KI Ginzel, NJ Jacobsz, RH van Eeden, RP
Menne and WF Lubbe, to undertake environmental assessments
for agricultural activities and the environmental release of
genetically modified (GM) maize and cotton for cultivation on
their respective farms in the Otjozondjupa and Oshikoto Regions,
as indicated in the below map. Additional information about
the respective Proponents’ farms and farming activities can be
obtained from GPT or viewed at: http://www.thenamib.com/
projects/projects.html
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The environmental assessments will be conducted according to
the Environmental Management Act of 2007 and its regulations
published in 2012. Depending on the respective Proponents’
individual farming activities, aspects related to cultivation of GM
maize and cotton, water abstraction, fuel storage and hospitality
and tourism facilities, will be included.

All interested and affected parties are invited to register with
GPT. By registering you are provided with the opportunity to
share any comments, issues or concerns related to the projects,
for consideration in the envi | Additional
information can be requested from GPT: Tel: +264-61-257411; Fax:
+264-88626368; E-Mail: gmo@thenamib.com

Dr. André Faul

Geo Pollution Technologies
Tel: +264-61-257411;

Fax: +264-88626368;
E-Mail: gmo@thenamib.com
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The Ondangwa council has
provided 300 electrical con-
nections and is working
on connecting around 153
households at the mo-
ment.

TUYEIMO HAIDULA
ONDANGWA

s the Omahenene electrification
A{)rojecl in Ondangwa advances,
he council hosted a community
meeting on Tuesday to inform affected
residents of the procedures that will be
used to connect their houses.
The project, funded by the mines and
energy ministry and executed by Nored,
was initially scheduled to be implement-

uary this year.

Ondangwa town spokesperson Petri-
na Shitalangaho-Mutikisha said coun-
cil provided 300 electrical connections
and is currently working on connecting
around 153 households.

“We would like to extend our heart-
felt thanks to the residents of Uuskopa,
Omahenene and Epya for their patience
and cooperation during the construction
work in Omahenene. Their understand-
ing and support have allowed this project
to be carried out as planned without any
interruption or delay from their side,”
Shitalangaho-Mutikisha said.

Omahenene is one of the oldest in-
formal settlements in Ondangwa and is
classified as a low-income area.

Quality of life
Shitalangaho-Mutikisha added that the

Ondangwa electrification project advances

property, saying the council will focus o
electrifying other areas and not repairing
vandalised items.

process of household connections has|
started, and homeowners who qualify,
for household connections will get con-

nected.

ter of recommendation from the council
with matching details of what is on their|
certified copy of the Namibian identifi-|
cation document,” she explained.

electrical connections cannot be over-
stated, as they are integral to the safe-|
ty, functionality and comfort of mod-|
ern homes,” Shitalangaho-Mutikisha]
added.

were a number of challenges associated
with an area without electricity, this will
now be a thing of the past with streets,
dark areas and homes being electrified.|

“They will be required to have a let-

“Overall, the importance of house

She said although in the past there|

She urged residents to look after their|
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The environmental assessments will be conducted according to
the Environmental Management Act of 2007 and its regulations
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