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1. STATUTORY REQUIREMENTS 

 
1.1 EIA Regulations  

 
Section 21 of the EIA regulation outlines the Public Participation Process 
(PPP). PPP is an important process, because it gives members of the public 
and Interested and Affected Parties (I&APs), an opportunity to comment or 
raise concerns that may affect the socio-economic or general environment 
because of the project.  

 
1.2 Newspaper Adverts 

 
Section 21 (c) stipulates that ECC applications should be advertised once a 
week for two consecutive weeks in two newspapers that are widely circulated 
in Namibia.  
 
The ECC application was advertised in the Namibian and New Era Newspapers 
(Appendix 1-4). 
 
Section 21 (c), stipulates that ECC applications should be advertised once a 
week 
for two consecutive weeks in two newspapers that are widely circulated in 
Namibia. 
 
Adverts were placed in the newspapers as follows: 
 

• 1st Advert - The Namibian: 13th March 2025  
• 2nd Advert - The Namibian: 17th March 2025  

 
• 1st Advert - New Era:  13th March 2025  
• 2nd Advert - New Era:   17th March 2025  

 
1.3 Consultation meetings  

 
Tortoise Environment Consultants (TEC) did a power presentation outlining the 
following (Presentation attached – Appendix 6): 
 

a) Project scope proposed construction of the Solar and Electrolysis Plants 
 

b) EIA framework and ECC application process 
 

c) Environmental and Social aspects to be assessed 
 

d) National socio-economic benefits 
 

e) Envisaged community benefits  
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1.3.1 Authority Consultation  
 

Consultations were done with the Ohangwena Regional Council during the 
EIA field assessment exercise on the 20th March 2025, through which due 
information and documentation were provided to the Environmental 
Assessment Practitioner (EAP). 

 
1.3.2 Public Meetings 

 
Section 21 (5,6) requires that public meeting/s should be held near the 
project site to inform the public about the project and subsequent submission 
of the ECC application to the Environmental Commissioner.  

 
Type of 
meeting 

Date Venue 

1st Public 
Meeting  

18th March 2025  Okambumbu Primary School, 
Ohangwena Region 

2nd Public 
Meeting  

18th March 2025  Omishe Combined School, 
Ohangwena Region 
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2. STAKEHOLDER COMMENTS  
 

2.1 Comments from the community meeting (18th March 2025)  
No. Question / 

Comment 
Description Response 

(Consultant / Developer / Investor) 
Relevant ESMP Section  

1.  Water Source Community members asked 
about the water source for 
the project and suggested 
for drilling boreholes.  

Studies are to be done on where the 
boreholes can be drilled and water 
quality analysis are to be conducted to 
determine whether to leave the 
boreholes for community use or fill 
them up. 

Socio-Economic Development and 
Labour 

2.  Borrow Pits Community members urged 
contractors to leave the 
borrow pits in a good and 
safe condition for human 
and livestock consumption. 

Borrow pits are to be fenced off and be 
dug with a 20◦ decline. 

Environmental Impact 

3.  Usage of Old 
Borrow Pits  

Community members asked 
on whether the contractors 
can use the old borrow pits 
that were used for the 
Onamundidi-Epembe-
Okankolo road for sand 
mining 

Studies are to be done whether it will 
be practical using these borrow pits.  

Environmental Impact 

4.  Late informing 
of project 
commencemen
t 

Community members raised 
a concern on them being 
informed late on the exact 
commencement of the road 
construction 

Contractors will be urged to inform the 
community members on time about the 
exact commencement of the road.  

Socio-Economic Development and 
Labour 
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Figure 1: Community Meeting held at Omishe Village, Omishe Village 18 March 2025. 
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3. APPENDICES 
 

APPENDIX (1):  Newspaper advert 1 – The Namibian   
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APPENDIX (2):  Newspaper advert 2 – The Namibian   
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APPENDIX (3):  Newspaper advert 3 – New Era   

 

 

18 Thursday 13 March 2025   NEW ERAWORLD

Tortoise Environmental Consultants (TEC) hereby notifies all Interested and Affected Parties (I&APs) 
that an application for an Environmental Clearance Certificate will be submitted to the Environmental 
Commissioner, in accordance with the provisions of the Environmental Management Act (No. 7 of 2007) 
and EIA Regulations (GN 30 of 2012) as follows:

Tortoise
Environmental

Consultants(TEC)

PUBLIC NOTICE 
ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT 

CONSTRUCTION OF DR3604 (OSHAANGO-EPEMBE) ACCESS GRAVEL ROAD OKAMBUMBU 
SCHOOL- OKANAYIMBULA SCHOOL-OMISHE SCHOOL

& INVITATION TO A PUBLIC MEETING

Proponent: Ministry of Works and Transport 
Project Location: DR3604: Epembe Constituency / Eenhana Constituency, Ohangwena Region

Public meeting 1. Venue: Okambumbu Primary School, Date: 18th March 2025, 

Time: 11H00 am – 12H00 pm

Public meeting 2. Venue: Omishe Combined School, Date: 18th March 2025, 

Time:  14H00 pm – 15H00 pm

Deadline for Comments: 7th April 2025
Register as I&Aps @: Email: info@tec.com.na 
Postal Address: P.O. Box 35473
Cell phone: +264811220114 or +264814077616

KR A M AT O R S K -  F o r 
Ukrainian soldiers holding 
the frontline in the war-

battered east of the country, the 
prospect of a 30-day cease!re with 
Russia brought little relief – only 
distrust and suspicion.

Senior Ukrainian and US o"cials 
walked away from high-stakes 
talks in Saudi Arabia late Tuesday 
agreeing to present Russia with a 
proposal to halt more than three 
years of !ghting for several weeks.

But in eastern Ukraine, there 
was little hope that even if Moscow 
agreed to a pause, the Kremlin 
would make good on promises to 
stop !ghting.

A 44-year-old serviceman with 
the call sign “Malchik” (“Boy”) said 
Russia would claim to adhere to 
a cease!re, and then !nd ways to 
keep attacking.

“#ey’ll say in public that there’s 
no !ghting and no shelling. But this 
scum has always harassed us, and 
it will continue to,” he told AFP in 
the frontline city of Kramatorsk. 
“#ey need to be pushed down, 
broken on the battle!eld,” he added, 
referring to Russian forces.

Ukrainian o"cials have warned 
throughout the full-scale invasion 
launched by Moscow in February 
2022 that Russia is unlikely to hold 
up any peace agreements.

#ey have cited failed peace talks 
at the beginning of Russia’s invasion 
and a Black Sea grain exports deal 

-- brokered by the United Nations 
and Turkey -- that Russia scrapped.

Maksym Taranenko, a 28-year-

old Ukrainian soldier, said a 30-day 
pause in !ghting would suit Russian 
forces very well.

“You can bring tanks to the front 
line without anybody shooting at 
them,” he said.

He said it was unlikely that 
Ukrainian forces would enjoy the 
same strategic bene!ts since any 
observers overseeing such a halt 
would not allow Kyiv to do the 
same.

Predictions that Moscow would 
trash any deal have been fuelled in 
Ukraine by !ghting that broke out 
with Kremlin-supported separatists 
in eastern Ukraine in 2014.

A Western-brokered halt to that 
!ghting, which was punctuated by 
bouts of fatal attacks and monitored 
by the OSCE, ultimately led the 
Kremlin to invade.

Taranenko said a cease!re could 
be e$ective if foreign troops are 
deployed to enforce it. #e Kremlin 
has ruled out deployments of 
European troops in Ukraine.

“But without this, in fact, 
everything would remain as it was,” 
he added, saying that like during 
the separatist con%ict, there would 
be a pause and !ghting would start 
again.

#e Kremlin said yesterday it 
was waiting to see details of the 
proposal from Washington.

Similar scepticism was echoed in 
the capital Kyiv, which is hundreds 
of kilometres from the front, but 
still subjected to routine Russian 
drone and missile attacks at night.

Roman Dunayevsky, 56, a 

resident of the capital, said a 
cease!re was a “good idea,” but 
came with one crucial caveat.

“I think Russia will never do it. It 
has always violated all agreements. 
I think it will break them soon. I 
think even on the second or third 
day,” he told AFP.

A lasting peace in Ukraine could 
only be achieved one way, he added.

“Peace will come when Putin 
dies. #at’s the only way. When 
the dictator is gone, then peace will 
come,” he said.

Oleg, who declined to give his 
last name to AFP, had a similar 
assessment. Russian o"cials, he 
said, “never adhere to the terms of 
any negotiations.”

“But I believe that peace 
is needed, and I really hope 
that it will come soon,” he said. 
Oksana Yevsiukova, an academic, 
did not see any light on the horizon.

“I think that this 30-day truce is 
unlikely to contribute to any kind of 
agreement towards peace,” she said.

She suggested any halt in 
!ghting would give Moscow and 
Washington an opportunity to 
develop their ties and continue their 
direct talks in a way that would 
ultimately end badly for Ukraine.

“Of course, for the guys who 
are now on the battle!eld, I don’t 
know if 30 days will help them 
rest, somehow reset, but within the 
interests of the state, I think it’s a 
bad idea,” she added. – Nampa/AFP

BEIRUT - At least 1,383 
civilians, the vast majority of 
them Alawites, were killed in a 
wave of violence that gripped 
Syria’s Mediterranean coast, a 
war monitor said yesterday.

The Syrian Observatory 
for Human Rights said 
the civilians were killed in 
“executions by security forces 
and allied groups”, a&er a wave 
of violence broke out last week 
in the coastal heartland of the 
Alawite minority to which 
toppled president Bashar al-
Assad belonged.

T h e  B r i t a i n - b a s e d 
Observatory added that even 
as the violence subsided, the 
toll was still rising as bodies 
continued to be discovered, 
many on farmland or in their 
homes.

The latest deaths were 
recorded in the coastal 
provinces of Latakia and 
Tartus and in the neighbouring 
central province of Hama, 
it said.

It accused the security 
forces and allied groups 
of participating in “field 
e x e c u t i o n s ,  f o r c e d 
displacement and burning 
of homes, with no legal 
deterrent”.

#e violence erupted on 
#ursday when clashes broke 
out after gunmen loyal to 
Assad staged attacks on the 
new security forces.

At least 231 security 
personnel were killed in the 
ensuing clashes, according 
to their official toll. The 
Observatory said 250 pro-
Assad !ghters were killed.

The UN Human Rights 
O"ce said it had documented 
“summary executions” that 
appeared “to have been carried 
out on a sectarian basis”.

Interim president Ahmad 
al-Sharaa, who led the Sunni 
Islamist group Hayat Tahrir 
al-Sham (HTS) that toppled 
Assad, has vowed to prosecute 
those behind the “bloodshed 
of civilians” and set up a fact-
!nding committee.

The spokesman for the 
committee, Yasser al-Farhan, 
has said Syria is determined 
to “prevent unlawful revenge 
and guarantee that there is no 
impunity”.

#e authorities have also 
announced the arrest of at 
least seven individuals since 
Monday on suspicion of 
“violations” against civilians.

HTS, an o$shoot of the 
former Syrian branch of 
Al-Qaeda, is still proscribed 
as a terrorist organisation 
by several governments 
including the United States.

Since Assad was toppled 
in December, many Alawites 
have lived in fear of reprisals 
for his brutal rule. 

– Nampa/AFP

Over 1 300 civilians 
killed in Syria violence

War-battered... A damaged apartment building following a drone attack 
in Moscow on Tuesday. Photo: Nampa/AFP

Most Ukrainians doubt Russian ceasefire
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6 Monday 17 March 2025   NEW ERANEWS

PROCUREMENT  

NOTICE

mtc.com.na

Terms of reference are available at:  
https://www.mtc.com.na/procurement/tenders

TENDER NO: MTC14-25-O

Briefing Meeting Venue:  

Microsoft Teams, the link will be on MTC’s website. 

Briefing Meeting: 

Wednesday, 05th March 2025 by 10H00 

Closing date: Thursday, 20th March 2025 by 14h30

MTC hereby invites companies to participate in the following 
procurement opportunity: 

REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL FOR THE 
SUPPLY AND DELIVERY OF MOBILE 
SECURITY DISPLAY UNITS FOR MOBILE 
TELECOMMUNICATIONS LIMITED (MTC) 

TENDER NO: MTC07-25-O

Briefing Meeting: 

Thursday, 06th March 2025 by 11H00 

REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL FOR SUPPLY 
AND DELIVERY OF 19 X VEHICLES FOR 
MOBILE TELECOMMUNICATIONS LIMITED 
(MTC) 

TENDER NO: MTC13-25-O

Briefing Meeting: 

Thursday, 06th March 2025 by 10H00 

REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL FOR THE 
SUPPLY, DELIVERY, COMMISSIONING 
AND MAINTENANCE OF 1X AUTOMATIC 
WRAPPING MACHINE FOR MOBILE 
TELECOMMUNICATIONS LIMITED (MTC)

Tortoise Environmental Consultants (TEC) hereby notifies all Interested and Affected Parties (I&APs) 
that an application for an Environmental Clearance Certificate will be submitted to the Environmental 
Commissioner, in accordance with the provisions of the Environmental Management Act (No. 7 of 2007) 
and EIA Regulations (GN 30 of 2012) as follows:

Tortoise
Environmental

Consultants(TEC)

PUBLIC NOTICE 
ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT 

CONSTRUCTION OF DR3604 (OSHAANGO-EPEMBE) ACCESS GRAVEL ROAD OKAMBUMBU 
SCHOOL- OKANAYIMBULA SCHOOL-OMISHE SCHOOL

& INVITATION TO A PUBLIC MEETING

Proponent: Ministry of Works and Transport 
Project Location: DR3604: Epembe Constituency / Eenhana Constituency, Ohangwena Region

Public meeting 1. Venue: Okambumbu Primary School, Date: 18th March 2025, 

Time: 11H00 am – 12H00 pm

Public meeting 2. Venue: Omishe Combined School, Date: 18th March 2025, 

Time:  14H00 pm – 15H00 pm

Deadline for Comments: 7th April 2025
Register as I&Aps @: Email: info@tec.com.na 
Postal Address: P.O. Box 35473
Cell phone: +264811220114 or +264814077616

n Eveline de Klerk

OTJIMBINGWE – For years, the 
community of Otjimbingwe, 
situated about 60 kilometres from 

Karibib, struggled without a mortuary. 
While a mortuary may not seem like 

a priority to many, for this community, it 
has been a constant challenge to give their 
loved ones a digni!ed burial.

Home to approximately 4 000 residents, 
Otjimbingwe has a small health facility 
with three registered nurses, two enrolled 
nurses and one administrative o"cer.  

However, the absence of a mortuary 

meant that families had to !nd transport 
to take their deceased relatives to Karibib, 
Swakopmund, Omaruru or as far as 
Okahandja when the other facilities 
were full.

Maria Goagus, a retired teacher and 
church elder, narrated the di"culties 
they faced. 

“When someone died, I had the di"cult 
task of ensuring they were declared dead. 
Some families did not have the means to 
transport their loved ones. #ose who 
did had to pay N$500 just to get them 
to another town. It was heartbreaking,” 
she said.

Anastacia Tjitavia, another 
resident, said “We struggled a lot. 
Some people simply could not 
a$ord transport, which made a 
painful situation even worse. We 
are very happy that our needs 
have !nally been met. I hope 
we keep the mortuary clean and 
well-maintained”.

Tsoaxu Daman chief Joshua 
Seibebm, who leads the 
community of Otjimbingwe, 
expressed gratitude for the new 
facility. 

“Our community can attest 
to how much we struggled 
without a mortuary. We must 
hold hands to ensure our wishes 
are ful!lled. We recently received 
a maternity ward. Now, we have 
this mortuary. Our people have 
also bene!tted from funding 
through the Golden Egg project 
and the Karakul project.

“We acknowledge  the 
investments and support 

Otjimbingwe has received from 
QKR Namibia Navachab Gold 
Mine and other stakeholders. 
This mortuary may seem 
insignificant to some – but 
for us, it brings much-needed 
relief. Without transport, burials 
became a nightmare. We are 
thankful that Navachab heard 
our pleas,” he said.

Navachab,  through its 
corporate social responsibility 
programme,  funded the 
construction of the mortuary at a 
cost of N$4.5 million. #e facility 
includes three storage cabinets 
with space for expansion to six, 
an o"ce, a storeroom and an 
incinerator for medical waste 
disposal. It also has a generator 
to ensure uninterrupted power 
supply during outages.

 Managing director of the 
mine George Botshiwe stressed 
the importance of community-
driven initiatives. 

He said they believe that 
communities around Navachab 
should benefit from their 
presence.

#eir philosophy is centred on 
a consultative and collaborative 
approach, which is why they 
engage with local communities 
to understand their critical 
needs. 

“What we see today is the 
result of these engagements, 
which started in 2022. The 
community of Otjimbingwe 
identified the mortuary as a 
priority. We understood the 
importance of digni!ed burials.

“Our community projects 
include investments in education, 
health, electricity infrastructure 
and social upli%ment. We want 
to leave a lasting impact and 
ensure that our initiatives align 
with the needs of the people,” 
Botshiwe stated.

Health minister Dr Kalumbi 
Shangula  commended Navachab 
for its contribution. 

He said the mortuary is 
a testament to the power of 
public-private partnerships in 
addressing critical needs. 

“#e public health system 
must provide a full continuum of 
services – from birth to the last 
breath. #is includes mortuary 
services, which have been a 
challenge for this community. 
With the inauguration of this 
mortuary, we ease these burdens 
by ensuring immediate access to 
digni!ed care for the deceased,” 
Shangula said.

- edeklerk@nepc.com.na

Navachab 
constructs mortuary 

for Otjimbingwe  
Investment... Health minister Dr Kalumbi Shangula inspects the 
new mortuary in Otjimbingwe. Photo: Eveline de Klerk
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APPENDIX (5):  Attendance Register – Public Consultation Meeting with community  
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ENVIRONMENTAL AND SOCIAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT 
(ESIA)

PUBLIC CONSULTATION PROCESS (PPP)

CONSTRUCTION OF DR3604 (OSHAANGO-EPEMBE) 

ACCESS GRAVEL ROAD OKAMBUMBU SCHOOL- 

OKANAYIMBULA SCHOOL-OMISHE SCHOOL

OHANGWENA REGION
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Environmental
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Presentation Outline

1) Stakeholder engagement Objective

2) Legal Requirements

3) ESIA Objectives

4) ESIA Process

5) Project Description

6) Key Environmental & Social Issues

7) Questions / Comments



Stakeholder Engagement Objectives

• Provide a brief description of the proposed 

Development (road construction)

• Highlight Key Environmental and Social issues 

associated with the proposed road construction

• Obtain inputs / comments from stakeholders

•  Outline the ESIA Process – way forward



Legal Framework

• The Environmental Management Act (Act No. 7 of 
2007) and ESIA Regulations of 2012, prescribes 

Listed activities  

• Listed activities, are activities that may not be 
conducted without an Environmental Clearance 

Certificate (ECC) 

• Road Construction is a listed Activity, thus an 
ECC is requirement

• Therefore, Tortoise Environmental Consultants (TEC) 

has been appointed to undertake the ESIA process 
and apply for the ECC from the Environmental 

Commissioner 



ESIA Objectives

• To identify potential environmental and social 
impacts 

• To offer the public an opportunity to comment on 
the proposed activity

• Document all issues of concern

• Identify and recommend measures to mitigate 

(avoid / minimise) negative impacts & maximise 

positive impacts





Need for road construction

• The road is connecting Okambumbu Combined School, 

Okanaimbula Primary School, a proposed clinic at 

Okanaimbula village, and Omishe Combined School

• The proposal is to upgrade the existing earth road to gravel 

standards and where there are sharp curves in the current 

road, the road will be re-aligned.

• Improve connectivity and access to services (Hospitals, 

schools, supermarkets, church, etc)

• The road is of high priority in the Road Master Plan for 

Ohangwena Region.



Project Location



Aspect Potential Impact / Risks
Displacement of 

People
• There is an earth road that already exist, thus the 

potential displacement of people may not really be an 

issue.

• However, some crops fields or cuca shops may be 

encroaching within the 60 meters road reserve (30 

meters from the centreline)

Sand / Gravel 

Mining
• Road construction require significant amounts of gravel

• The strategy is to re-use most of the old borrow pits and 

explore possibility of new borrow pits – if necessary

• Borrow pits presenst safety risk to people and livestock 

(e.g sand collapse on children playing in the borrow pits, 

drowning, animals getting stuck in the mud, etc)

• Borrow pits should be protected with a fence and 

Security

• Engineer’s Geo-studies will provide a list of identified 

gravel pits

Key Environmental & Social Issues_1



Aspect Potential Impact / Risks

Water Source • Road construction requires a lot of water

• A combination of water sources is being explored (earth 

dams, old boreholes that can be re-installed, Namwater)

• Important to ensure that identified water sources should 

not have negative impacts to the community (both in the 

short and long-term)

• Engineer’s assessment will provide details of the 

identified water sources

HIV / AIDS • At construction stage, in-migration of people from other 

areas may expose young girls to unplanned pregnancies 

and associated health risks (e.g HIV/AIDS)

Key Environmental & Social Issues_2



Way Forward

• Compile ESIA Report (Assessment and Findings)

• Develop the Environmental and Social Management 
Plan (ESMP) – Action Plan

• Circulate the draft reports to stakeholders (Interested & 

Affected Parties – I&APs)

• Incorporate stakeholder comments and develop the 
Comments and Response Report (CRR)

• Submit the application for Environmental Clearance 

Certificate (ECC) to the Environmental Commissioner



Questions / Comments

Tortoise
Environmental
Consultants(TEC)
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