




























   

 

  

 13 June 2025 

 

PUBLIC CONSULTATION MEETING MINUTES: 

PROJECT: Environmental Scoping Assessment (ESA) for Proposed Exploration Activities 

on Exclusive Prospecting License (EPL) No. 9597 located North of Grootfontein in the 

Otjozondjupa region, Namibia. 

 

Date:  Friday, 09 May 2025 

Time: 11:00 – 11:44 

Venue: The farm shop, Grootfontein  

 

Six people attended the public consultation meeting, including one Environmental Consultants 

(Mr. Leonard Mandume) and one Archaeologist (Ms. Victoria Shekunyenge) from Excel Dynamic 

Solutions (Pty) Ltd (EDS). Please refer to the attached attendance register for a complete list of 

attendees. 

  

1. INTRODUCTION AND WELCOMING REMARKS 

The Environmental Consultant (Mandume) began the meeting by introducing the team and 

explaining the purpose of the consultation, which was to engage Interested and Affected Parties 

(I&APs) about the proposed prospecting and exploration activities within EPLs 9597. 

An attendance register was then circulated among the attendees, enabling them to register their 

names and contact details, which would be used to maintain communication and provide 

updates on the Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) process. 
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2. MEETING AGENDA AND PRESENTATION 

The agenda of the meeting included the following main points: 

2.1 Brief Description of the Project 

Mr. Mandume Leonard provided the attendees with an overview of the EIA process, citing relevant 

legislations such as the Environmental Management Act and its 2012 EIA Regulations on Public 

Consultation. He then explained the significance of obtaining an Environmental Clearance 

Certificate (ECC) for the proposed project, emphasizing the attendees crucial role in contributing 

to the EIA process by offering their insights and feedback regarding the potential environmental, 

social, and economic impacts of the proposed project. 

2.2 Presentation of Potential Project Impacts 

To ensure transparency and that the attendees understand both sides of the proposed project 

activities, the Environmental Consultant also presented the potential pre-identified potential 

positive & negative environmental and social impacts. 

2.3 Public Open Discussion (Interactive Session) 

Mr. Leonard allowed the meeting attendees to raise their concerns, issues, and/or comments on 

the proposed project activities. The concerns/issues and comments recorded are presented in 

Table 1 below.
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Table 1: Comments and issues raised during the public consultation meeting, 9 May 2025 

Comment/ 

issue No.  

Commenter name & issue / comment / 

question 

Response and name of responder: 

1.  Who is responsible for conducting a final 

inspection of the area with the land owner to 

identify and address any potential issues, such 

as the presence of graves or other culturally 

significant sites? 

Mr. Mandume Leonard (ML): It will be Excel Dynamic Solutions team. 

After the meeting will also require permission to go to your farms and 

take coordinates that will form part of our reports that we will submit to 

the relevant authorities. 

 

2.  Are there going to be any specialist studies? ML: Currently, the only specialist study that is required for this project 

is an archaeological assessment, as mandated by the Ministry of 

Environment, Forestry and Tourism. 

3.  Could you please provide us with an estimated 

timeframe for when the report will be completed? 

ML: We do not have a precise timeline for the finalization of the scoping 

report at this time. We are currently in the process of drafting the report 

and are open to incorporating feedback and comments from 

stakeholders. 

4.  Given that many of the farms are agronomy 

farms and visits could potentially interfere with 

their operations, we propose scheduling 

appointments with the farmers in advance. This 

would not only allow us to conduct the visits at a 

time that is convenient for the farmers, but also 

ensure that we have access to knowledgeable 

ML: Yes, I agree with you. But if you read our invitation email we 

pleaded with the farmers to allow us to access their farms so we do the 

assessment after the meeting.  
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Comment/ 

issue No.  

Commenter name & issue / comment / 

question 

Response and name of responder: 

personnel who can provide us with a 

comprehensive understanding of the farms. Do 

you believe that this approach would be more 

efficient and respectful to the farmers? 

 

5.  With regard to the prospecting phase, in which 

you have mentioned the employment of 

approximately 5 to 10 people, we would like to 

understand the procedures for managing and 

monitoring the personnel. Could you please 

elaborate on the mechanisms in place for 

ensuring that these individuals are properly 

vetted, supervised, and held accountable for 

their actions? 

ML: If the proponent is granted the Environmental Clearance 

Certificate (ECC), strict guidelines will be put in place for the 

prospecting phase. This will include thorough background checks on 

all personnel to be employed, as well as continuous monitoring and 

supervision throughout the duration of the project. 

 

6.  One of our concerns is the potential impact of 

dust on the environment and people's health. 

Will the scoping report address this issue, 

including any proposed mitigation measures? 

ML: The report will include relevant information about the potential 

impacts and mitigation measures on dust generation and monitoring. 
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Comment/ 

issue No.  

Commenter name & issue / comment / 

question 

Response and name of responder: 

7.  In light of the fact that some people may not 

always adhere to rules and regulations, how will 

transparent and open communication be 

ensured among farmers to prevent potential 

conflicts or misunderstandings during the course 

of the project? 

ML: After the Environmental Clearance Certificate (ECC) is issued, the 

proponent will need to obtain a land access agreement from the land 

owner before conducting any exploration activities on the property. 

This agreement will outline the terms and conditions for accessing the 

land, including any restrictions or limitations that may be necessary to 

protect the land, the environment, and the interests of the land owner. 

Without such an agreement, the proponent will not be allowed to 

proceed with any exploration activities on the land. 

 

8.  Has this EPL already been allocated? ML: It’s an application pending an ECC 

9.  What are the next steps? ML: It will be to do the assessment process, which involves surveying 

and studying the flora, fauna, and cultural sites within the area. This 

will help them identify any potential environmental or cultural potential 

impacts associated with the exploration activities, and determine any 

necessary mitigation measures. 

10.  Can you confirm whether the proponent is the 

company that will be carrying out the exploration, 

or are they merely the holder of the license? 

ML: The proponent intends to conduct the exploration activities 

themselves. 
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Comment/ 

issue No.  

Commenter name & issue / comment / 

question 

Response and name of responder: 

11.  The drilling will impact the water requirement per 

month because 3000L is very little as stipulated 

in the background information document. 

ML: It is most likely to change depending on the type of drilling that will 

be employed during the exploration phase. 

12.  Will you also do water testing, quality testing 

during the assessment process?  

ML: Yes, the proponent will conduct water quality testing once the 

Environmental Clearance Certificate (ECC) is obtained. 
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FINAL REMARKS AND CONCLUSION OF THE MEETING 

Mr. Leonard thanked the attendees for their crucial input through comments and raising their 

concerns. He indicated to the attendees that all their comments, concerns, and inputs had been 

noted down for consideration and addressing in the Environmental Scoping Assessment (ESA) 

Report as well as incorporating their recommendations into the draft EMP.  

Furthermore, Mr. Leonard informed the attendees that the draft meeting minutes, Environmental 

Assessment Report, and Environmental Management Plan (EMP) will be shared with them for 

review and further comments. These documents will be made available through emails provided 

on the attendance register. 

 Once the review of the draft ESA Report and EMP is done, the documents will be finalized and 

submitted to the Environmental Commissioner at the Department of Environmental Affairs and 

Forestry (DEAF) for evaluation and consideration of an ECC.  

The meeting adjourned at 11h44. 

 












