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1. INTRODUCTION 

The Development Workshop Namibia (DWN) is 
implementing the Project “Poverty-Oriented 
Development of Infrastructure in urban areas of Namibia” 
with financial support from KfW. The project seeks to 
contribute to more sustainable and inclusive urban 
development in Namibia by supporting DWN to plan and 
develop low-cost residential land with titles in 15 towns 
across Namibia. 

The objective is to transform current informal settlement 
growth into formal urban growth and to initiate and 
contribute to changing the way urban planning is done 
towards a more holistic and participatory planning 
approach to create socially and economically conducive 
living environments.   

The project is implemented by three distinct components: 

Component one: Planning and developing low-cost 
residential land with title. 

Component two: Providing “pro-poor” infrastructure 
investments in four selected towns. 

Component three: Improving public hygiene and access 
to appropriate sanitation. 

DWN has planned to deploy part of the KfW grant through 
Component 2 of the project to hire Lund Consulting 
Engineers (LCE) to design and supervise the 
construction of various pro-poor infrastructure 
components in (amongst others) the town of Okahao 
(See Figure 1). 

The proposed Bulk Urban Infrastructure include the 
construction of a power supply line; construction of a 
pump station; construction of a sewer line; gravelling of 
the main roads and construction of a water reservoir. 

 
 
 

 

2. ENVIRONMENTAL CLEARANCE APPLICATION 

Prior to commencement of phase 2 of the proposed Bulk 
Urban Infrastructure Development Project (i.e. in 
Okahao), an application will be submitted to the 
Competent Authority and the Ministry of Environment, 
Forestry and Tourism (MEFT) in terms of the 
Environmental Management Act, No. 7 of 2007 and 
associated Environmental (and Social) Impact 
Assessment (ESIA) Regulations (January 2012). An 
ESIA process will be conducted in terms of the above-
mentioned Act and Regulations. Namisun Environmental 
Projects & Development (Namisun) has been appointed 
by LCE as the independent Environmental Assessment 
Practitioner to undertake the ESIA process for the 
proposed Project.  

3. PURPOSE OF THIS DOCUMENT 

This document has been prepared by Namisun to inform 
you about: 

• The proposed Bulk Urban Infrastructure 
Development Project relating to Okahao (Sections 
1 and 5). 

• The ESIA process (Section 6).  
• Key environmental issues (i.e. aspects and 

potential impacts) (Section 7). 
• How you can register as an interested and / or 

affected party (I&AP) (Sections 4 and 8). 

4. PARTICIPATION IN THE ESIA PROCESS 

Public participation is an essential part of the ESIA 
process. If you want to register as an I&AP and have input 
into the ESIA process, please refer to the box below. All 
comments / questions / concerns will be recorded and 
addressed in the ESIA process. 
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HOW TO REGISTER AS AN I&AP AND COMMENT 
Please register as an I&AP and submit any questions or comments through communication with Namisun. 

 
Attention: Karin Maletzky / Dr Pierré Smit / Werner Petrick 

E-mail address: karin.maletzky2021@gmail.com / psmit@namisun.com / wpetrick@namisun.com 
Cell number: +264 (0) 81 149 0473 / +264 (0)81 752 7207 / +264 (0)81 739 4591 

If you would like your comments to be addressed in the report, please submit them by 14 March 2025. 
All comments received will be recorded and responded to in the ESIA Scoping Report. 

mailto:karin.maletzky2021@gmail.com
mailto:psmit@namisun.com
mailto:wpetrick@namisun.com
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FIGURE 1: LOCATION OF OKAHAO TOWN (REF. GOOGLE EARTH) 
  

Okahao Bulk Infrastructure 
Development Project

Client: DWN

Locality Map

Legend:
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5. OKAHAO’s PROPOSED PROJECT ACTIVITIES   

Rapid Bulk Infrastructure Assessments (BIAs) conducted 
in the town of Okahao culminated in various provisional 
infrastructure requirements. The following sections provide 
a description of the proposed infrastructure and its 
associated activities, as part of the Development Project 
for Okahao. Information from these sections were copied 
from the BIA of Okahao, prepared by Om’Kumoh 
Consulting Engineers (March 2023). 

5.1   CONSTRUCTION OF AN ELECTRICITY SUPPLY 
LINE 

Okahao Town is connected to the national power grid via 
NORED’s 1 MVA substation which is fed from a 33 kV 
overhead powerline. At the substation the 33 kV is stepped 
down to 11 kV which is then distributed to different 
miniature substations (minisubs) and pole mounted 
transformers within the town. The 11 kV reticulation from 
the substation is mostly underground and few of the 
overhead lines. The minisubs and the pole mounted 
transformer in the town steps down the 11 kV to 420 volts 
for 3-phase and 230 volts for 1-phase that is used for 
household and other applications. 

The construction of a 0.9 km 11 kV underground electricity 
supply line with 2 substations are planned. 

5.2   SEWERAGE INFRASTRUCTURE UPGRADES 

5.2.1 Construction of a Pumpstation    

The existing sewer reticulation system contains ten (10) 
catchment areas with sewer pump stations as a lowest 
draining input.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Due to the topographic nature of the area being relatively 
flat, the sewer network requires additional pump capacity 
to convey the sewer to the treatment work. 

The construction of a new pumpstation and a 0.5 km rising 
main for Kashenda Proper is proposed.  

5.2.2   Construction of a new Sewer Line 

The construction of 0.8 km gravity sewer line for the new 
DWN extension is proposed.  

5.4   GRAVELLING OF ROADS 

Okahao Town has a formalized road network of 
approximately 32.2 km comprising 24.3 km gravel roads 
and 7.9 km of surfaced roads in the six (6) out of 20 
Extensions that have been serviced. 

The gravelling of 2.1 km of the main roads in the DWN 
project area is proposed.  

5.5   CONSTRUCTION OF A WATER RESERVOIR 

The evaluation of the bulk storage reservoir and elevated 
water tanks confirmed that the existing capacity is sufficient 
for the current demand but will not be able to accommodate 
the future development scenarios. 

The construction of a 500 m³ ground steel reservoir and     
250 m³ elevated tank for DWN project area are proposed.  

 

Refer to Figure 2 for the location of the proposed new 
infrastructure proposed for Okahao. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
FIGURE 2: MAP OF PROPOSED BULK URBAN INFRASTRUCTURE IN OKAHAO 
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  6. ESIA PROCESS 

The main objectives of this ESIA process are to:  
• Provide information on the proposed project 

activities and facilities / infrastructure in Okahao. 
• Describe the current environment in which it will 

be situated.  
• Identify, in consultation with I&APs, the potential 

negative and positive environmental & social 
aspects. 

• Assess the associated potential impacts of the 
proposed project activities.  

• Report on measures required to avoid impacts or 
mitigate such impacts to acceptable levels; and to 
enhance potential positive impacts.  

The likely process steps and timeframes are provided 
in Table 1. 

Table 1: ESIA Process   
 

 

STEPS IN THE ESIA PROCESS 

PHASE I: Project initiation and internal 
screening (February – March 2025) 

• ESIA project initiation and register the Application 
for environmental clearance with MEFT. 

• Initial Identification of environmental and social 
aspects. 

• Prepare information sharing documents.  
• Identify key stakeholders. 

PHASE II –Scoping & Assessment Phase and 
ESMP (March – May 2025) 

• Notify regulatory authorities and I&APs of the 
proposed project (via newspaper advertisements, 
this document, emails, site notices, telephone 
calls and other possible media). 

• Site visit and conduct focus group meetings with 
key Stakeholders: 
Ø Further identification of key environmental 

and social aspects and potential impacts.  
• Assess the potential impacts of the proposed 

“Bulk Urban Infrastructure Project: Okahao” 
activities and compile an ESIA Scoping (including 
Impact Assessment) Report and Environmental 
and Social Management Plan (ESMP).  

• Distribute the ESIA reports to I&APs for review 
and comments. 

• Compile the final reports considering comments 
received. 

• Submit the final reports to the Competent 
Authority and MEFT for their review and decision-
making. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A draft ESIA Scoping (including Impact Assessment) 
Report (including an ESMP) for the proposed 
Infrastructure Development Project in Okahao will be 
made available for a public review and comment 
period. Registered I&APs will be notified via e-mail of 
the review period and the availability of the draft 
Report.  The final ESIA report, along with all IA&P 
comments, will be submitted to the MEFT 
(Environmental Commissioner) for review and a final 
decision. 
 

7. KEY ISSUES RELATED TO THE PROPOSED 
BULK URBAN INFRASTRUCTURE PROJECT 
ON OKAHAO TO BE CONSIDERED  

The key potential environmental and social issues (i.e. 
aspects / potential impacts), that need to be assessed 
as part of the ESIA process, associated with the 
proposed Project, are summarised below. 

However, due consideration will be given during the 
assessment of potential impacts of the nature and 
scale of activities, and the fact that it will be undertaken 
in areas which have largely been disturbed (i.e. 
townlands). 

 
• Biodiversity – potential loss of biodiversity, 

specifically relating to the ground water 
reservoir. 

• Visual impact – change to the visual 
landscape and impact on sense of place, 
specifically relating to the water reservoir. 

• Surface and groundwater impacts – alteration 
of drainage patterns and pollution of 
groundwater and surface water due to 
hydrocarbon spills during construction. 

• Waste management – general waste 
generated from construction activities. 

• Traffic and Road Safety – increase in 
construction and light vehicles may cause 
congestion, accidents, incidents; and 
exacerbate air and noise pollution. 

• Socio-economic – positive impacts 
associated with improved infrastructure in the 
town. Also, positive impacts (short term) 
relating to employment, income, and 
expenditure during construction. Potential 
negative impacts due to labor issues and 
social ills relating to more people in the town.   

 
 

 

8. INVITATION TO REGISTER AND COMMENT 

If you would like to register as an I&AP to the proposed project and ESIA application process, or if you have any 
questions / comments, please contact Namisun.  

For comments to be included in the Scoping (including Impact Assessment) Report they must reach Namisun by 
no later than 14 March 2025. 



 

 



 

 
 



 
 
 



 
 

 



FIRST ROUND OF NOTICES DISPLAYED AT OKAHAO TOWN COUNCIL ENTRANCE & INSIDE 
BUILDING



FIRST ROUND OF NOTICES DISPLAYED AT OPEN PUBLIC 
SPACES



FIRST ROUND OF NOTICES DISPLAYED AT OPEN PUBLIC 
SPACES



SECOND ROUND OF NOTICES DISPLAYED AT OKAHAO TOWN COUNCIL ENTRANCE



SECOND ROUND OF NOTICES DISPLAYED AT OKAHAO TOWN COUNCIL INSIDE BUILDING



SECOND ROUND OF NOTICE DISPLAYED AT OPEN MARKET



 
Begin forwarded message: 
  
From: Karin Maletzky <karin.maletzky2021@gmail.com>  
Sent: Saturday, 1 March 2025 1:30 am 
Cc: psmit@namisun.com; Werner Petrick <wpetrick@namisun.com> 
Subject: NOTICE OF AN ENVIRONMENTAL AND (SOCIAL) IMPACT ASSESSMENT (ESIA) PROCESS FOR 
THE PROPOSED BULK URBAN INFRASTRUCTURE PROJECTS IN URBAN AREAS IN NAMIBIA: OKAHAO, 
OMUSATI REGION 
  
Dear Madam or Sir 
  
NOTICE OF AN ENVIRONMENTAL AND (SOCIAL) IMPACT ASSESSMENT 
(ESIA) PROCESS FOR THE PROPOSED BULK URBAN INFRASTRUCTURE 
PROJECT IN THE TOWN OF OKAHAO (OMUSATI REGION), NAMIBIA. 
  
Development Workshop Namibia (DWN) intends to implement the Project “Poverty-
Oriented Development of Infrastructure in urban areas of Namibia” with financial 
support from KfW. DWN has planned to deploy part of the KfW grant to hire Lund 
Consulting Engineers (LCE) to design and supervise the construction of bulk urban 
infrastructure in the town of Okahao, Namibia. 
  
Namisun Environmental Projects and Development (Namisun) has been appointed 
by LCE as the independent Environmental Assessment Practitioner to undertake the 
ESIA process for the proposed project. 
  
For your convenience, a Background Information Documents (BID) about the 
proposed project is attached to this email.  
  
Kindly forward comments / input to be addressed in the ESIA process to 
Namisun before 14 March 2025. An open public meeting with key stakeholders is 
indicated in the table below.  
  
Let me know what your interest is and if you want to attend the open public meeting. 
  

Town Date Time Venue 
Okahao 11 March 2025 09H00 Fire Station (Town Council) 

  
Regards, 
Karin 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Begin forwarded message: 
 
From: Karin Maletzky <karin.maletzky2021@gmail.com> 
Subject: NOTICE OF AN ENVIRONMENTAL AND (SOCIAL) IMPACT ASSESSMENT (ESIA) PROCESS FOR 
THE PROPOSED BULK URBAN INFRASTRUCTURE PROJECTS IN URBAN AREAS IN NAMIBIA: OKAHAO, 
OMUSATI REGION 
Date: 1 March 2025 at 2:00:27 AM CAT 
Cc: psmit@namisun.com, Werner Petrick <wpetrick@namisun.com> 
 
Dear Madam or Sir 
 
NOTICE OF AN ENVIRONMENTAL AND (SOCIAL) IMPACT ASSESSMENT (ESIA) PROCESS FOR THE 
PROPOSED BULK URBAN INFRASTRUCTURE PROJECT IN THE TOWN OF OKAHAO (OMUSATI 
REGION), NAMIBIA. 
  
Development Workshop Namibia (DWN) intends to implement the Project “Poverty-Oriented Development of 
Infrastructure in urban areas of Namibia” with financial support from KfW. DWN has planned to deploy part of the 
KfW grant to hire Lund Consulting Engineers (LCE) to design and supervise the construction of bulk urban 
infrastructure in the town of Okahao, Namibia. 
  
Namisun Environmental Projects and Development (Namisun) has been appointed by LCE as the independent 
Environmental Assessment Practitioner to undertake the ESIA process for the proposed project. 
  
For your convenience, a Background Information Documents (BID) about the proposed project is attached to this 
email.  
  
Kindly forward comments / input to be addressed in the ESIA process to Namisun before 14 March 2025. A 
focus group meeting with key stakeholders is indicated in the table below.  
  
Let me know what your interest is and if you want to attend the focus group meeting. 
 

Town Date Time Venue 
Okahao 11 March 2025 11H30 Boardroom(Town Council) 

  
Regards, 
Karin 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



From: Karin Maletzky <karin.maletzky2021@gmail.com> 
Subject: ESIA FOR THE PROPOSED BULK URBAN INFRASTRUCTURE PROJECTS IN THE TOWNS OF 
OKAHAO (OMUSATI REGION) AND OPUWO (KUNENE REGION): AVAILABILITY OF SCOPING REPORTS 
Date: 16 June 2025 at 3:15:42 PM CAT 
To: Younes Seghrouchni <y.seghrouchni@dw-namibia.org>, Salmi Neshila <s.neshila@dw-namibia.org> 
Cc: Johannes Jakob <j.jakob@dw-namibia.org>, Carla Lopes <c.paredeslopes@dw-namibia.org>, Aneska Swart 
<swarta@lce.com.na>, Anke Rusch <arusch@cmbnamibia.com>, Stefan Grögli <groeglis@lce.com.na>, 
psmit@namisun.com, Werner Petrick <wpetrick@namisun.com> 
 

Dear Madam / Sir 

ESIA FOR THE PROPOSED BULK URBAN INFRASTRUCTURE PROJECTS IN THE 
TOWNS OF OKAHAO (OMUSATI REGION) AND OPUWO (KUNENE 
REGION): AVAILABILITY OF SCOPING REPORTS  

With reference to previous correspondence, Development Workshop Namibia (DWN) 
is implementing the overall Project “Poverty-Oriented Development of Infrastructure in 
urban areas in Namibia” and intends to proceed with the construction of bulk urban 
infrastructure in Okahao and Opuwo with Lund Consulting Engineers (LCE) appointed 
for the design and supervision of the construction activities. 

Okahao (Omusati Region): The proposed bulk urban infrastructure include the 
construction of a power supply line; construction of a pump station; construction of a 
sewer line; gravelling of the main roads and construction of a water reservoir and 
elevated tank. 

Opuwo (Kunene Region): The proposed bulk urban infrastructure include the 
construction of an electrical supply line; gravelling of the main roads; rehabilitation of 
an existing sewer pump station and construction of bulk water pipelines. 

The construction activities are scheduled to commence in January 2026 to December 
2026. 

Following extensive stakeholder consultations and the completion of the studies 
related to the two applications for Environmental Clearance from the Ministry of 
Environment, Forestry and Tourism (Environmental Commissioner), the ESIA Scoping 
(including Impact Assessment) Reports are available for review and comment by 
I&APs from 16 June to 7 July 2025. Hard copies of the two reports will be made 
available at the Okahao and Opuwo Town Councils for review. Please find copies of 
the executive summary of the two reports attached. Electronic copies of the full reports 
(including all Appendices) are also available on request to Namisun 

If you would like your comments to be addressed in the final reports for submission to 
the relevant Ministries for final review and decision making, please submit them to 
Namisun by no later than 7 July 2025. 

Kind regards, 

Karin 



 
 
 
Begin forwarded message: 
 
From: <psmit@namisun.com> 
Subject: FW: Afrikaans_Fwd: Community Radio Announcements_Okahao and 
Opuwo March 2025 
Date: 17 March 2025 at 8:37:40 AM CAT 
To: "'Werner Petrick'" <wpetrick@namisun.com>, "'Karin Maletzky'" 
<karin.maletzky2021@gmail.com> 
 
FYI 
  

 
  
From: Dunn, G <gdunn@nbc.na>  
Sent: Wednesday, March 12, 2025 4:02 PM 
To: Sugnet Smit <smit.sugnet@gmail.com> 
Cc: Pierré Smit <oudoring@gmail.com> 
Subject: RE: Afrikaans_Fwd: Community Radio Announcements_Okahao and Opuwo March 2025 
  
Good day Sugnet, 
  
I trust all is well. 
  
As per your request, this is to confirm that the English and Afrikaans public announcements were 
aired on our National and Hartklop radio stations. 
  
I trust your public meetings were a huge success. 
  
Regards, 
Grizelda Dunn 
  
From: Sugnet Smit [mailto:smit.sugnet@gmail.com]  
Sent: Tuesday, 04 March 2025 3:57 PM 
To: Dunn, G <gdunn@nbc.na> 
Cc: Pierré Smit <oudoring@gmail.com> 
Subject: Afrikaans_Fwd: Community Radio Announcements_Okahao and Opuwo March 2025 
  
Dear Grizelda 
Thank you for your verbal commitment to air these invitations to communities on your 
esteemed radio stations. 

mailto:gdunn@nbc.na
mailto:smit.sugnet@gmail.com
mailto:oudoring@gmail.com
mailto:smit.sugnet@gmail.com
mailto:gdunn@nbc.na
mailto:oudoring@gmail.com


 
As per request, herewith the Afrikaans version as well. 
  

KENNISGEWING VAN N OMGEWING- EN SOSIALE IMPAKSTUDIE VIR DIE VOORGESTELDE 
INFRASTRUKTUUR PROJEKTE IN OKAHAO IN DIE OMUSATI STREEK EN OPUWO IN DIE 
KUNENE STREEK VAN NAMIBIË 

Development Workshop Namibia gee hiermee kennis volgens die Omgewingswet en sy 
regulasies vir die implementering van die “Armoede-gefokusde ontwikkeling van 
infrastruktuur in stedelike gebiede in Namibië, met finansiële hulp van die KfW 
Ontwikkelingsbank.  

Lund Konsulterende Ingenieurs is aangestel vir die ontwerp en toesighouding oor die 
konstruksie van die infrastruktuur in die dorpe Okahao en Opuwo.   

Die voorgestelde infrastruktuur in Okahao sluit die bou van n kraglyn, n pompstasie, n 
rioollyn, n water opgaartenk en die gruis van die hoofpaaie in.  

Die voorgestelde infrastruktuur in Opuwo sluit die bou van n kraglyn en hoof pyplyne, die 
gruis van die hoofpaaie en die rehabilitasie van die bestaande riool pompstasie en die 
rehabilitasie van die hoof kraglyn in.  

Hierdie aankondiging het ten doel om inwoners en die algemene publiek in te lig oor die 
openbare vergaderings wat in die twee dorpe beplan word.  

In Okahao vind die beplande vergadering op die 11de Maart 2025 om 09:00 by die 
Brandweerstasie plaas en in Opuwo vind die beplande vergadering op die 12de Maart 2025 
om 09:00 by die Opemark plaas.  

Alle belangstellendes word vriendelik uitgenooi vir hul deelname aan hierdie proses en om 
die vergaderings by te woon.  

---- 
Thanks again for assisting with the announcements on NBC Radio. 
  
Would it be possible to have a possible time/and or proof of announcement to share with the 
relevant parties involved please? 
  
Kind regards, 
Sugnet 
+264 81 2112 793 
 
 
 
 
 

  
---------- Forwarded message --------- 
From: Sugnet Smit <smit.sugnet@gmail.com> 
Date: Tue, Feb 25, 2025 at 5:00 PM 
Subject: Community Radio Announcements_Okahao and Opuwo March 2025 
To: Dunn, G <gdunn@nbc.na> 
Cc: Pierré Smit <oudoring@gmail.com> 

mailto:smit.sugnet@gmail.com
mailto:gdunn@nbc.na
mailto:oudoring@gmail.com


  

Dear Grizelda 
I trust this email finds you well. 
  
Could you kindly advise/assist to provide me with the appropriate contact for community 
radio reads for two upcoming information sessions in Okahao (11th March) and Opuwo (12th 
March)? 
  
Subject: 
The implementation of “Poverty-Oriented Development Infrastructure in urban areas of 
Namibia” with financial support from KfW Development Bank. 

Lund Consulting Engineers has been hired to design and supervise the construction of 
bulk urban infrastructure in the towns of Okahao and Opuwo. 

In Okahao, the proposed bulk urban infrastructure includes the construction of a power 
supply line, a pump station, a sewer line, a water reservoir and the graveling of the main 
roads. 

In Opuwo, the proposed bulk urban infrastructure includes the construction of an 
electrical supply line and bulk water pipelines, the graveling of the main roads, and the 
rehabilitation of an existing sewer pump station and rehabilitation of a bulk electrical 
line. 

This announcement serves to inform the residents / general public that an open public 
meeting will be arranged in each of the two towns as follows: 

In Okahao the meeting is planned on the 11 March 2025 at 09H00 at the Fire Station (at 
the Town Council) and Opuwo the meeting is planned on 12 March 2025 at 09H00 at the 
Open Market. 

Interested persons are cordially invited to participate in this process and to attend the 
meetings.  

--- 

This would be a great opportunity for communities to engage and to be informed about 
future developments. 

Kindly advise soonest in order to place these important community messages on your 
esteemed channels. 
Warm regards, 
 
 


